
Robert Service School Council Meeting 
Meeting Minutes -DRAFT 
Wed Nov 27th, 2024, 5:30 pm 
Location: TH rm 211 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/98349304800 ID: 983 4930 4800 
Attendees: Shirely Paraluman (Zoom), Jody Beaumont, John McDonald, Molly 
MacDonald, Lisa Perry, Brenda Butterworth-Carr (Zoom), Brent Mcdonald (Zoom), Helen 
McCullough, Ashley Bower-Bramadat, Angeal Edmunds (Zoom), Richard Poirier (Zoom) 
 
1. Call to Order (Co-Chairs) 5:30 pm 

 
2. Review and Approval of Agenda (additions or deletions) 
 

• Add 6.6 Admin options  
 
Moved to approve agenda with additions by Molly. Seconded by John.  

  
3. Review and Approval of Oct 29/24 Minutes  (errors or omissions) 

 
Moved to approve minutes by Jody. Seconded by Brenda.  

 
4. Delegations  

N/A 
 

5. Reports  
5.1. Joint TH/RSS report (see attached) 

• question re Wildstone contractor in the school; cause of block drain unknown- not 
related to work going on in the school 

• question re revolving door of superintendants (Linda Lamers is leaving)- Richard 
Poirier spoke to this. Exit surveys are elective. For many the role is used as a 
stepping stone for southern jobs. HR tries to screen for this intent, but challenging. 
There used to be 4 superintendants for Yukon School Board- now 2 (however, now 
FNSB has some of the schools). Very demanding position. ADMs (Associate Deputy 
Ministers) are part of the hiring process, but high turnover there too, so unlikely 
they are overly concerned w/ career climbing intent.  

 
6. Business Arising from the Minutes 

 
6.1 RSS Council Financials and Reporting: update  

• John now has read-only access to CIBC account – we pay no service fees; need to 
make sure that we don’t end up getting dinged w/ service fees 

• ~$25 000 (exact #?) in our account 
• Richard working on getting our yearly funds transferred from YG 

 

https://zoom.us/j/98349304800


6.2 Orange Shirt Day t-shirts for staff and students: update 
• TH Wellness did a design this year, including Han language, and shirts were printed 

through Klondike Printing. Council is leaning toward using this design. 
• Asia Procee is getting a quote from Klondike Printing, and one from another 

company that a TH citizen works for 
 

6.3 Teachers on Call Recruitment and Orientation Evening Workshop: update  
• f/u w/ YG HR – Molly obtained fact sheet PDF from HR and posted it to the Buyer 

Crier on FB- she will continue to re-post it periodically 
• discussed writing a letter to TOCs re PD funding, to let them know we will fund 

opportunities up to a certain amount, including job shadowing prior to first day.  
o Helen says the online way of applying is more cumbersome than the old on-

boarding way, which was paper-based and in person. School Council can 
advocate around this, voice it to YG.  

o Molly to try to arrange meeting w/ Council, YG Ed HR, RSS/TH administration 
o Molly to write letter to TOCs re PD options 
o Ashley will put together a resource package for TOCs 
o Liability question if TOCs are in school on a stipend– Helen responded that 

liability covered as it is a public building, and as long as people not alone w/ 
students, then they don’t need a volunteer form 

 
6.4 RSS School Council letter of introduction to parents: update 

 
• John composed a letter. Molly made a few edits and submitted to Sonja Stephenson. It 

was sent out to RSS student caregivers via email. Thanks to John. 
 

6.5  Councillor appointment process: update 
 

• Molly forwarded appointment letters to YG; Richard Poirier received them and the 
process is underway- hopefully finalized in the next 2 weeks. For now nominees can 
attend meetings but cannot vote 

 
6.6 Admin options  
• Molly has asked Rohini Anish if she would like to take minutes. Council needs to find our 

job description quoting the hourly rate. John and Jody will look into this.  
 
7. New Business 

7.1. Funding request for experiential learning (Angela) (see attached) 
• Brent would like to see YG supporting this more – Brent will write letter to YG 
• John- can we use our money to leverage further funding – answer is yes, she will 

be looking for funding elsewhere. Angela already has found a grant writer- Elory 
McKnight (Yukon U climate change initiative) has offered to do it through her job 



• Brent wonders whether council can apply to community dev funding- Richard 
will persue this/report back 

• Council discussed merits of funding this project. Supporting dev’p of outdoor 
classroom has high impact for all students, esp little ones who can’t venture far 
as easily, or for for anyone with accessibility challenges. Sewing machines are a 
long term investment, that will help many cohorts of students.  

• Council requested that Angela make a short report to council and give receipts to 
John. 
 
  
Motion: RSS School Council will support Angela’s funding request for 
experiential learning supplies, learning, and programming costs to the amount 
of $12 000.   
 
Moved by Jody. Seconded by John. All in favour. 
 
 

7.2. School Council website updates (Angela) 
 
Tabled to next meeting. 
 

7.3. Review Personal Electronic Device policy (see attached) 
• Review of policy deferred till next meeting 
• Working group at school now. Went into grade 10 class- mobile devices 

awareness workshop. Will be continuing this conversation in different grades. 
Survey for staff created and circulated.  

• Molly asked re messaging discrepency between last council discussion re phones 
in classrooms (impression was that students are generally compliant with 
current policy), and email to guardians  which made it sound like cell phone use 
is a “problem.” Angela replied that students always need to be reminded to put 
phones away. They are a distraction to learning. For some students it is a 
problem, they are sneaking etc. However, school is trying to frame the issue as a 
“conversation” vs a “problem”  

• Staff got a session re social media at last PD day 
 

7.4. Food for Schools questionnaire from AYSCBC (see attached) 
• Molly will put into a google doc/leave w/ Jody  

 
7.5. End of year/holiday message/gift etc 

Tabled till next meeting 
 

8. Correspondence  



• Nov 15, 2024 email from Elaine Taylor “Food for schools questions- request for 
input” 

• Nov 25, 2024 email from Richard Poirier “Minister McLean tables 2023-2024 Annual 
Report” 

 
9. Upcoming Dates 

 
Next RSS Council Meeting: Wed Dec 18th 5:30 (Jody away- so book for school) 

  
10. Adjournment  7 pm 

 
11. Roundtable  

• Building relationship b/w school council and school community  


