Robert Service School Newsletter
‘Connecting Learners and Learning to People and Place’
April 12, 2023

We're into April — Detthat Jorn Cho Sranan — High Flying Hawk Month — birds and ‘snowbirds’ are
returning to town! This newsletter focuses on capturing the activity that has occurred over the
Month of March — People Month - and will occur in the weeks ahead. As well, it provides updates on a
wide range of developments at RSS. A major focus of our activity at RSS is ‘Connecting Learners and
Learning to People and Place’, and some of this is captured in the descriptions and photos that follow.
We are very fortunate to live in such a resource-rich community that supports the learning
experiences provided for our students, across all grade levels. Thank-you. A special thanks to Tr'ondék
Hwéch’in Education for your support in making this connection a reality.

Recent Events:
Ice Fishing with Tr'ondék Hwéch’in Education:

Try-A Trade (K-7 Exposure to Technology Education)

The Shop hosted the annual Try a Trade on March 7, 2023 with the help of CFYT, the Industrial Arts
and Technology Society of the Yukon and Skills Canada Yukon. Students tried different tasks and
learned how Intermediate and High School shop classes can lead to careers in professional trades.










Trapping and Tanning:

Orion Fage recently harvested his first caribou. The meat was cut up at the school and distributed to
the community and the hide was tanned in the shop. Mr. Rawlings helped with the tanning using a
contemporary method of citric acid, salt, water, baking soda and tanning compound. Mr. Rawlings
also has a trapline near town that students have been able to visit, so we were able to help tan a fox,

coyote, beaver and otter. We plan to do more tanning next school year as part of the Grade 11-12
Outdoor Education course.




RCMP in School (Talks on Bullying):
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Upcoming Events:

High School Report Cards will be sent home with students on Friday, April 14.

School-wide Art Show will be held at RSS Thursday, April 27, and the theme is ‘Japan’ since
high school students have the opportunity to travel to Japan as a school-organized event. A
range of grade-level experiences are planned, and this will be open to the school community.
The Grade 12 French class consisting of Stevie Whiticar, Tess Crocker, Autumn Hastings and
Vivianne Brousseau is off to France in early May, along with Helen McCullough and Guillaume
Weisser. The fundraising activity for this trip has been incredible, and we acknowledge the
great work done by all and the tremendous support that has come from the community for
this significant opportunity.

High School students will be participating in a local Deep-Dive for the week of May 1-5.
Students choose from a variety of options, for a one-week intensive experience. There will be
no regular classes for the week. Thanks, again, to the community and Department for
supporting this effort.

We’re again running an in-school Yukon River Breakup Pool, with each grade level and its
students participating. Prizes will be awarded for the closest in each class and across the
school.

Curriculum:

High School students have selected courses for the 2023-2024 school year, and next year’s
timetable is currently being developed to reflect student choice and graduation
requirements. It’s important for families to know we offer a complete face-to-face, subject
offering across all academic areas, including Grade 12 Pre-Calculus, Chemistry, Biology and
Physics, Workshop Technologies (Woodwork and Welding) and The Arts.




The Department has approved our offering of a one semester Klondike Experiential Education
Program (KEEP) for Grades 8 & 9. The course will be run by Angela Edmunds and will be
supported by several other personnel including Tr'ondék Hwéch’in CELCs Nathan Dewell and
Alistair Findlay-Brooke. 13 students from Grade 8 & 9 have been selected for the program,
which models itself on similar integrated-subject programming (Social Studies, English, Art,
and Careers) offered through the Wood Street School in Whitehorse. There has been a long
history of interest in RSS offering such a program, and we are now in a position to offer it for
a variety of reasons, especially staffing capability to do so. KEEP will offer participants a
variety of land- and water-based experiences over the first semester. Students in Grade 8 & 9
not enrolled in KEEP will continue in regular programming as a combined class. In the second
semester, Grades 8 & 9 will return to their regular grade level class for Science, Mathematics
and Electives. We foresee the program being offered annually, but in 2024-2025 with a
science-based focus, allowing students to enrol in the program in both Grade 8 & 9 if they so
choose.

We have received a $15,000 grant from ‘Every Student-Every Day’ (Victoria Gold) which will
support trades programming with a focus on STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts
and Mathematics). Thanks to Peter Menzies for initiating this application. We increasingly are
trying to integrate learning across subjects in Grades 10-12 with an emphasis on product-
based assessments, which emphasis application of their learning.

Staffing:

Unfortunately, our Music teacher, Zavallennah Huscroft, had to resign at Spring Break. We
were sad to see her and her children Rueben and Zoey go. Zav made an exceptional
contribution to our school during her time here. We wish her and her family the very best as
they return to Creston, BC. Joanne Bell has stepped in as her replacement, but is focusing on
Literacy programming.

Jaimie Hale returns from maternity next week, and will be supporting English Language
Learners until the end of the school year.

We have only two advertised positions at RSS for next year. Guillaume Weisser has accepted
the High School French and Foods position, a position he has held for the current year. | am
retiring at the end of the school year, and the replacement for Principal is currently being
recruited.

Several staff return next year, and some are in new positions. Nianne Brophy will be in Grade
1, Sara Stephens in Grade 2, Jaimie Hale in Grade 5 Intensive French, and Andrew Laviolette
in Grade 7. Jennifer Fraser is on Education Leave for the year undertaking post-graduate
study in Library Science. We greatly appreciate the support provided by Kathryn Johnston
(Grade 1), Maureen McCann (Grade 5) and Matthew Landry (Grade 7) over the year.
Maureen has accepted a Grade 6 French Immersion position at Selkirk Elementary and Matt
has accepted a position at Watson Lake Primary. We also appreciate Laurie Berglund finishing
of the year with Grade 2s, as Melissa Davis is on maternity leave.

We anticipate receiving our allocation for Education Assistants for next year, and because of
this EA recruitment will occur before the end of the school year. Most of our EAs who were in
a Temporary (first year) role, if re-employed move to Permanent status during their second




year of employment at RSS. Permanent EAs returning next year include Naomi Headdy,
Jeffrey Langille, Pepper Lao, Bridget Amos, and Brendaline DeGuzman.

Physical Plant:

We’re anticipating the completion of the internal painting of the school this summer.
Following this, two multi-paneled displays on Trees and Medicinal plants from Tr’'ondék
Hwéch’in Artists Darcy McDiarmid and Fran Morberg will be installed across the High School
Walls.

The grounds of the school around the new Intermediate Wing are to be landscaped over the
summer, allowing for the full-field to be used, and a full redevelopment of the school playing
field to occur the following summer.

The school has three more Epsom e-boards to be installed in the next two months, which
means that every instructional room in the school from K-12 will now have an e-board for
instructional purposes.

The new Intermediate Wing has a water dispenser in it providing water to students because
the piped water is not potable.

There is a major Mechanical upgrade project scheduled for this summer, as well.

The school currently has a Sensory Room on the ground floor, off the gym (Old Weight
Room). With the recent opening up of space, we are relocating it to the old Grade 3
classroom. Sensory Rooms cater primarily to students who are neurodiverse; that is, students
who may benefit from programming that allows for their unique needs. As an example, a
student may have school anxiety or full classroom anxiety and the room would allow the
physical space for a child to spend time with an EA or Tr'ondék Hweéch’in Education Advocate
to ease their transition into the school or classroom. The room is also set up to support
individual and small group for EA support around learning programming.

Other Important Matters:

Students in Grades 4-12 have just completed a national survey called, OurSCHOOL. The
survey provides students with the opportunity to comment on the school and, thus, provides
valuable information for school improvement. The establishment of Grade 8-9 KEEP is a
response to student survey comments, as is the establishment of the Student, Learning,
Action and Support Hub room (SLASH) for Grades 10-12.

A primary emphasis at Robert Service School is on providing a positive classroom and overall
school environment that promotes students’ learning and development, based upon
principles of Tré’hude. A positive learning environment is one in which students feel safe,




engaged, connected, and supported in the classroom and school. At RSS for the past four

years, we have used a green-yellow-red system of reporting behaviour incidents, both

negative and positive, across the school. The red incidents are categorized in 5 areas:

(1) aggressive; (2) destructive; (3) illegal; (4) abusive and (5) refusal to comply. Red

incidents are most always communicated to home, and often lead to a

consequence and dismissal for the day and a follow-up meeting the next day with

parents/caregivers and, if necessary, a support worker. When there is an

incident between students or between a student and staff, there is usually a

restorative process carried out to ‘repair the harm’. Over my time here, we

have had a significant drop in the number of incidents in all areas, especially
in the past two years. Aggressive behaviour is still frequent in our younger
grades, mainly on the school grounds, as children are still learning how to
play safely and with respect to others. If it occurs, a student or students
are removed from the playground, and there are follow-up
conversations, and a call home to both offender(s) and offended. Also,
during the year we have heightened our attention to non-compliance in
cell-phone use in Grades 8-12 classrooms, and students have responded well
to the expectation that are to be no cell-phones used in classrooms during class-time. If
breached, students are required to leave their phone at the office, and if outright refusal,
they go home for the day and, in rare persisting cases, are required to leave their phone at
home. An area of ‘destructive’ concern by only a few students is food-wastage from our
Jordan’s Principle funded Foods program. If a student is abusing the privilege, we typically
send the student home for lunch, after calling home and require the student to assist with
the program as a means of repairing the harm.

e In accordance with required policy through Yukon Education (https://yukon.ca/en/sexual-
orientation-and-gender-identity-policy , RSS has developed a Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identity (SOGI) Policy, which can be reviewed at
http://rss.yukonschools.ca/uploads/4/8/3/3/48336245/rss-sogi-policy-
draft 02 16 23 003 .pdf.

The policy has been submitted to School Council and Student Council. If you have comment, please
send to brian.lewthwaite@yukon.ca . Thanks to Maureen McCann, Angela Edmunds and Carrie
Heldman for leading this development.

A few points of importance:

e Allindividuals have the right to safe and private washrooms and changing facilities that
correspond to their gender identity. The individual’s self-identification is the sole measure of
the individual’s gender. While the main school at RSS does still have separate washrooms,
locker rooms and changing facilities for males and females, individuals can access them
based on their gender identity. There are designated gender-neutral facilities designed for
use by one person at a time accessible to all individuals, and new constructions or
renovations are incorporating such single-use facilities. This is anticipated for the future
upgrade of the gymnasium changerooms.
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At RSS, similar to the community-at-large, integrated and inclusive activities enable students
to join teams and groups that they feel correspond with their gender identity. Where
gender-segregated activities continue to exist, students will have the option to be included in
the group that corresponds to their gender identity or, in the case of gender non-conforming
students, the group they would like to participate in.

Students will be included and accommodated during all extra-curricular activities, regardless
of their sexual orientation or gender identity, including having support to set up a Gender-
Sexuality Alliance (GSA).

During overnight trips away from the school, plans must provide accommodation for each
student in a situation where they will feel safe and accepted. The student can decide where
they would feel most comfortable if they are staying in shared accommodations with other
students and/or families. However, as with all groups, the school staff reserve the right to
determine groupings that are workable. The school administrator or teacher in charge of the
event will make any needed adjustments to support the student. When staying with a billet
family, discuss with the student or their parent or guardian whether the student requires the
billet family to be informed of their sexual orientation or gender identity. Wherever possible,
in a billet situation, a member of staff or parent should be billeted along with the student to
further ensure their feelings of safety.

We’ve had an exceptionally active Student Council who have initiated many projects this
year, recently a school-wide Easter Egg Hunt, dance for Grades 7-12 and Food Donation Drive
for the Dawson City Food Back

February Events:

Student Activities and Field Trips:

Type of Activity Date Description Grades
Skating various Classes went skating at the Dawson Arena. various
Cross Country Skiing various Facilitated by KATTS. various
TH Trapping Week Feb 6-10 Focused talks and activities as per the trapping curriculum. K-7
Dawson District Renewable Resource Council collaborated with
TH and RSS to run this program.
Local trappers and resource people that assisted throughout
the week: Kyler Mather, Dan Reynolds, Shawn Hughes, Nick
Wozniewski, and John Alderson.
Visitors in the School Feb 7 Leslie McCullough, Barb Bergum and
Legal Aid Yukon, were here to talk to HS students about
workplace sexual harassment.
Visitor in the School Feb 9 Tiss Clarke-Robinson, TH Indigenous Victims Court Worker, 8
visited the Humanities class to talk about Restorative Justice.
Candy Grams Feb 10 & Fundraiser for France FT students — Valentine’s Day Candy K-12
13 Grams for sale.
Grad Meeting Feb 13 Parents, students and advisors meeting to discuss graduation. 12
Visitor in the School Feb 13-15 Josh Tower and Dave Wallace, RCMP, talked with students about | K-7
bullying.




Local FT Feb 15

The class walked along 9 Avenue Trail collecting materials to
make snowshoes.

Local FT Feb 16

The class toured YU and engaged in a question/answer session
with John McDonald.

Visitors in the School Feb 16

Guillaume Neilson and two others, YU Research Scientists, were
here to talk with Physics and Anatomy students about mining
reclamation.

11-12

Dance Feb 17

Student Council held a Valentine’s Day Dance.

7-12

Visitors in the School Feb 20-21

Gwaadak Theatre performed “Crow” for students, as well as, a
pre and post question period.

8-12

Visitors in the School Feb 20

Gladys Netro, Yukon Hospitals, River Doucette, TH Youth
Program Leader and Jennifer Kehoe, TH CELC, visited the Art
class to talk about an art workshop for the Hospital’s art
program.

9-10

Anti-bullying day Feb 22

Students and staff were encouraged to wear a pink shirt to
inspire moments of kindness, empathy and understanding. For
bullied kids, it can be hard to know where to turn. However, a
helping and supportive hand can make a world of difference.

K-12

Talent Show Feb 23

Student Council hosted a RSS Talent Show. All students and
staff were invited to participate. ldeas for acts: individual or
team song, instrumental, dance, stand-up comedy or cultural
performance. The Show was split into four shows:
Elementary

Intermediate

- HS

School wide finale

K-12

Sleepover Feb 23

The class spent the night, in tents, in the school. They engaged
in cooking, games, movies and talking.

Visitor in the School Feb 23

Tiss Clarke-Robinson, TH Indigenous Victims Court Worker,
visited the Humanities class to talk about individual and group
culture.

Drum making Feb 27-28

Grade 11-12 students led the project and assisted grade 7.
Dolores Scheffen, Gerald Scheffen, Edward Whitehouse, Allison
Anderson and Alastair Findlay Brook provided technical
support.

7,11-12

Special School Events and Special Days:

Date Event/Day

Feb 13-17 Youth and Elders Digital Film Deep Dive. Basia Hinton, Peter Menzies and a number of our grade 11-12

and TH elders.

students were involved in this weeklong deep dive. Students filmed for three days and then worked
with TH elders to collaborate on the film. Feast and film screening at the TH Hall with students, families

Student Activities and Field Trips:

Type of Activity Date

Description

Grades

Skating various

Classes went skating at the Dawson Arena.

various




Cross Country Skiing various Facilitated by KATTS. various
Black History Month Mar 3 The class won the door competition and celebrated with a mini | 7, 12
party with students from Social Justice 12.
Visitor in the School Mar 6&8 Kim, KIAC, mentored a student in art. 7
Local FT Mar 6 The Art class visited the Hospital to discuss art needs. 9-10
Visitors in the School Mar 6 Angie Joseph Rear, Karl Knutson and Victor Henry were in the 7-12
Home Ec. Room for cultural programming.
Visitor in the School Mar 6-10 Steve Slade was here to work with our students in the music K-12
room.
Grad meeting Mar 7 Graduates, parents and advisors met to discuss their banquet. 12
Book Talk Mar 7 Humanities 8 class had a book talk with the grade 7s re: 7-8
Touching Spirit Bear.
Visitor in the School Mar 7 Angie Joseph Rear shared the Moosehide Slide story with the 3
class.
KEEP Info Session Mar 9 RSS has approval to start a Grade 8 & 9 Klondike Experiential 7-8
Education Program (KEEP) in Semester 1, 2023.
An information session for students and parents/caregivers was
held in the school gym.
Local FT Mar 9 Interested classes went to watch the start of the Percy Dewolfe | K-12
Memorial Mail Sled Dog Race.
Local FT Mar 9 Grade 4 performed their shadow puppet shows for the K class. K&4
Visitors in the School Mar 9 Megan and Amy, professional musicians, gave a short K-6
performance and assisted with music classes.
SPRING BREAK Mar 13-17 SPRING BREAK K-12
Youth Art Enrichment Mar 21-24 | Registered by their parents, two students attended the art 8,10
event hosted by KIAC.
Visitors in the School Mar 21-22 | Helen Anne, Yukon Circle of Change and Tiss Clark, TH Justice, 8, 11-12
were here for workshops in humanities/scimatics, Indigenous
studies and social justice classes.
Visitor in the School Mar 22 Jared Steel, physicist, visited the physics class. 11-12
Top Cop Reading Mar 24, 31 | Josh Tower, RCMP, read to students. K-3
Program
Local FT Mar 27-31 | TH facilitated ice fishing on the Yukon River. K-12
- Checking burbot set lines
- Dissection and biology of a burbot
- Facts about ice fishing; types of fish found in the Yukon
River; rules & regulations; and tools used.
Visitor in the School Mar 28 Cricket, Women’s Shelter, visited the Social Justice class to talk 11-12
about privilege, sexual violence and domestic violence.
Visitor in the School Mar 30 Pam, Public Health Nurse, was here to catch-up on 6-9
immunizations.
Local FT Mar 30 Art class visited the Odd Hall to view the art exhibit. 9-10
Local FT Mar 31 Two students visited the Odd Hall to view the Isolation exhibit 10

with an EA.




Special School Events and Special Days (i.e. Parent/Teacher Interviews):

Date

Event/Day

Mar 7

Elem. Try a Trade (K-7). Students tried a different “shop” experience with the help of HS students and
community volunteers.

e Sound recording and FM radio broadcast

e Carpentry completion demo

e Wood shop skills

e Metal shop skills

e Multi-media

e Indigenous technology




