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Definitions 

For the purposes of program planning the following definitions will apply: 
1) Required Studies: Common subject areas and courses taken by all students to 

satisfy graduation requirements. 
2) Elective Studies: Courses selected by the student to meet specific career interests, 

vocational goals, or post- secondary requirements 

INDEX 
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Starting in Grade 10, all students are working toward a minimum 80-credit graduation requirement on the 2018 
Graduation Program. This will involve the equivalent of 20 four-credit courses. To graduate, a student must have a 
minimum of: 48 credits of Required Courses, 28 credits of Elective Courses, and complete a 4-credit Capstone Project 
for CLC - Career Life Connections.  All students must complete a Grade 10 Numeracy Assessment, a Grade 
10 Literacy Assessment and a Grade 12 Literacy Assessment before graduating. 

 
A minimum of 16 credits (four courses) must be obtained at the Grade 12 level, including a Language Arts course. 

 
 
 

GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12 
(4) Language Arts 10:  (4) a Language Arts 11:  (4) a Language Arts 12:  

(4) a Math 10:  (4) a Math 11 or 12:  (4) an Elective 12:  

(4) Science 10 (4) a Science 11 or 12:  (4) an Elective 12:  

(4) Social Studies 10 (4) a Social Studies 11 or 12:  (4) an Elective 12:  

(4) PE 10 (4) an Elective 10/11/12:  (4) an Elective 10/11/12:  

(4) Career Life Experience 10 (4) an Elective 10/11/12:  (4) an Elective 10/11/12:  

(4) an ARTS and/or ADST 10/11/12:  (4) an Elective 10/11/12:  (4) an Elective 10/11/12:  

(4) an Elective 10/11/12:  (4) an Elective 10/11/12:  (4) CLC - Career Life Connections  

   

Grade 10 Numeracy Assessment   

Grade 10 Literacy Assessment  Grade 12 Literacy Assessment 

 
 

*Please note:  As students plan for their graduation, they should be thinking about their 
post-secondary plans. However, students are still able to consider a wide variety of high school 
courses while completing necessary trade school, university, and college prerequisites. 

 
 
 
 

**Due to student numbers and needs some of the courses may be combined with other grades.  
Courses could have students in grades 10/11, 11/12, or 10-12. This will ensure the course happening 
with enough students in case there are too few students at a specific grade level

GRADES 10-12 GRADUATION PLANNING 



COURSE HANDBOOK 2023-2024 
March 2, 2023 
 

4 
 

 

 
Developing a student timetable involves the following procedures: 

• Students indicate their requests from the possibilities outlined in this handbook. 
• At times, sufficient requests for a particular course or program may be required in order for a course to be 

offered.  If few requests, the student may be able to take the course through Distance Learning . 
• Students’ alternate course selections are substituted when and where necessary. 

 
What courses are offered and when they are taught are determined in the spring. Courses offered will 
depend on student selection and the availability of staff to accommodate the selected courses. However, some 
courses are available to students by Distance Learning through the Yukon’s distributed learning school  AURORA 
VIRTUAL SCHOOL  http://www.auroravirtualschool.ca/. RSS will support one Distance Learning course per semester, 
unless circumstances require more. 

 
**TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE BC CURRICULUM THAT THE YUKON FOLLOWS YOU CAN GO TO: 

 
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum 

 
KEYS POINTS TO REMEMBER in SELECTING COURSES: 

 

1. Please make your course selection choices thoughtfully. Choose courses you are interested in (perhaps not just what 
your friends are taking) and will help you get to where you want to go. Remember, it may be difficult to change 
courses once school begins in the Fall. 

 
2. Choose 'alternative' courses carefully - these will be courses you will take if your first choice is full, if there is only 
one class and it is in conflict with other courses you have selected or if the course is not offered due to insufficient 
enrollment. Please note - in all programs in the school, if not enough students select a course, it will not be scheduled. 
This is applicable to all courses and programs offered at our school. 

 
3. Ask questions - current teachers, parents, older siblings and other students, and your counselor are all great 
sources of information. 

 
4. Get your completed Program Planning (course selection) form signed by your parents/caregivers and submitted to 
the school office by WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 - this is very important!  If you do not engage in this process, you may not 
get the courses you want. Once a student has made their choices it is difficult to make changes to the school 
timetable. We hope that students will take the time to review this information thoroughly with their parents, and that 
students consider the task of choosing courses a major responsibility. Making informed decisions is the desired goal. 

 
 
 

Before a student’s timetable for 2023-2024 is finalized the High School Guidance Counselor/Vice-Principal, Ms. Helen 
McCullough, will meet with them to confirm their choices. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Ms. McCullough at the school, by phone (993-5435) or through 
email at    helen.mccullough@yesnet.yk.ca . 

COURSE SELECTION PROCEDURES 
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ARTS EDUCATION 

 
 

 
 
 

 
STUDIO ARTS: 3D ART FOUNDATIONS 10    
This introductory art foundations course, will give students the opportunity to express themselves creatively and build self-
confidence through work with a variety of mediums, processes and themes. Students will learn to create personally meaningful 
artworks with extra focus on sculpture and 3D materials. Mediums may include (but are not limited to) paint, clay, papier maché, 
wire, mixed media and possibly digital technology. 
 
STUDIO ARTS: 3D ART FOUNDATIONS 11   
This art foundations course is designed for students who want to enhance their creative and critical thinking skills related to art. It 
will give students the opportunity to further develop technical skill and build on their knowledge of mediums, processes and 
themes. Students will create personally meaningful artworks with extra focus on sculpture and 3D materials. Mediums may 
include (but are not limited to) paint, clay, papier maché, wire, mixed media and possibly digital technology. 
 
STUDIO ARTS: 3D ART FOUNDATIONS 12   
This senior art foundations course, will give students the opportunity to refine technical skill and create with greater complexity 
and sophistication. The goal will be to develop personally meaningful artworks with extra focus on sculpture and 3D materials. 
Mediums may include (but are not limited to) paint, clay, papier maché, wire and mixed media. Technology may be a tool for 
inspiration, research, art creation or exhibition of work as well. This is designed for students who are interested in more in-depth 
personal artistic expression. 
 
DRAMA  10 
Drama 10 focuses on ensemble building and developing the foundational skills required to find success in senior drama. 
Emphasis is placed on self-reflection and individual growth through participation-based activities and assignments. Students 
study voice, movement, improvisation, characterization, and play building. Students are encouraged to take junior drama before 
taking Drama 11-12. 
 
DRAMA 11-12 
Drama 11-12 focuses on ensemble building and further developing and honing the foundational skills covered in junior drama. 
Senior students will study script analysis, character development, and advanced theories of acting technique and process. 
Students will both learn and analyze the differences in film vs. theatre acting and will conduct a self-exploration theatre inquiry 
in advanced areas of performance and production 
 
GRAPHIC PRODUCTION: YEARBOOK 10 
GRAPHIC PRODUCTION: YEARBOOK 11  
GRAPHIC PRODUCTION: YEARBOOK 12         
The school yearbook is a fond memory of the fun and excitement that took place during the year that most students 
keep forever. Be part of the process of helping to create the actual yearbook by enrolling in this course. Students will 
have a say in every aspect of completing the yearbook including taking and picking pictures that go in the yearbook, the 
yearbook’s layout, design, cover and content. An added benefit is learning publishing software and techniques that will 
look great on your resume. Each student will also be responsible for the production and layout of specific pages of the 
yearbook itself. Put a stamp on your high school life by helping produce the yearbook. It is an opportunity most 
students wouldn’t want to miss. 

GRADES 10 – 12 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
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CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 10 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 11 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 12 
This course will provide an opportunity for students to work with music and musical instruments (including the human voice) in 
ways that deepen understanding of the principles, practices, terminologies and structures using a vast range of musical tools and 
technologies. Students taking this course will receive valuable hands-on experience and constructive critical feedback in 
important areas of musical analysis, composition (pre-structured work as well as more open and improvisational approaches), 
performance and production. 

 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 10    
Photography 10 is an introduction to photography course. The course will focus on the use of digital cameras cell phone 
cameras, but may include other photographic technologies. There will be an emphasis on how to use the 
cameras, their functions, and their basic components. The course will introduce the exposure triangle concept, how to use 
different lenses, flash units and light meters when taking pictures How to effectively compose an image and how to shoot 
in different lighting situations are also covered. An introduction to photographic editing will be take place through 
an overview of a digital editing program. Students will be expected to present a major presentation or project for their 
last project. 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY 11 
PHOTOGRAPHY 12  
The course will focus on the use of digital cameras and cell phone cameras, but may include other photographic 
technologies. There will be an emphasis on how to use the camera, its functions, and its basic components. This 
course will introduce the exposure triangle concept, how to use different lenses, flash units and light meters 
when taking pictures. How to effectively compose an image and how to shoot in different lighting situations are 
also covered. Photographic editing will be introduced using Adobe’s Photoshop editing program. Students will be expected 
to go into greater detail about the nature of light; specifically, using a light meter to help emphasize light and shadow. 
The course is aimed to further familiarize students’ knowledge of lighting and compositional elements 
within photography. Students will be expected to present a major presentation or project for their last project. 
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CAREER LIFE EDUCATION 10 
Career Life Education 10 will connect students’ career life journey from grade 9 into the high school setting.  
Instructional focus will encourage each student to create a positive and valuable pathway involving exploration of 
educational course/program options and social responsibilities in the high school, local community and global 
environments. Students will explore a variety of learning outcomes that are directly relevant to their future 
personal wellness, living arrangements, financial planning and career path.  Career Life Explorations will invite 
students to consider the impact of their personal and career choices on themselves and others. 

 
CAREER LIFE CONNECTIONS 12 
All grade 12 students are required to complete Career Life Connections and Capstone. In a series of assigned tasks   
students will investigate career-life options and how they are influenced by internal and external factors. In 
this process students are to gather and organize materials that reflect their interests, values and skills for the pursuit of 
career-life balance that supports individual well-being and purpose. The required tasks will guide students in their 
creation of a Capstone Project. The Capstone project or culminating project is a way for students to demonstrate their 
learning using an area of personal interest. Ideally this will be in an area that students will pursue after 
graduation. Students will be required to complete 30 hours of work experience or volunteer time that will help 
develop their capstone project. The capstone culminates with a showcase for students to present their projects to an 
audience that may be composed of peers, teaching staff or members of the community. 

 
WORK EXPERIENCE 12A / 12B 
Work Experience 12A and 12B are Ministry-Authorized work experience courses and are worth 4 credits each. These courses 
are available to all Grade 11 and Grade 12 students and consist of the following components: 

• Pre-placement orientation in the classroom during the first two-three weeks of the class. 
• Activities to develop an understanding of the similarities and differences in behaviour standards between the 

workplace and school. 
• 100 hours of out-of-school, on-the-job training. 
• Activities that focus on employment readiness skills, self-awareness, labor market trends, and goal setting. 
• Activities to develop an understanding and appreciation of the importance of workplace safety. 

 
Partnerships: In a joint effort between RSS and the business community in Dawson, resources will be used to provide 
“hands-on” learning experiences outside the classroom. Students will be placed in work locations specifically selected to 
match individual interests and abilities. The participating employer and the school jointly develop, monitor, and evaluate 
the student’s out of school Work Experience placement. Students will be evaluated on performance, attendance, 
assignments and term projects. 

 
All applicants should be prepared for a screening interview. 

 
Prerequisite: as regular attendance at work is also an important employability skill, students who have maintained a 
good attendance pattern at school will be given priority in the application process. 

CAREER EDUCATION 
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COMPOSITION & LITERARY STUDIES 10 
This course builds reading and writing competencies by introducing various themes, time periods, authors, and literary 
works from around the world and introduces structures, forms and styles of formal and informal composition. Literary 
Studies will explore a variety of literature and literary formats including poetry, short stories, novels, drama, graphic 
novels, children’s literature, Canadian literature, and Indigenous texts. Composition will focus on the processes 
of planning, drafting, and editing in the context of narrative, expository, descriptive, persuasive, and opinion-
based writing. Emphasis will be on writing for specific audiences and in specific disciplines, how to incorporate and 
cite sources, and how to evaluate media and academic sources for quality and reliability. 

 
COMPOSITION 11 
Composition 11 is designed to support students as they refine, clarify, and adjust their written communication 
through practice and revision. Through the writing process and peer feedback, this course will develop student’s writing 
for a variety of situations and purposes. Students will also investigate how to assess the credibility, quality, and 
reliability of sources and evidence. This course will cover multiple genres. 

 

ENGLISH STUDIES 12 
The required English Studies 12 course builds on and extends students’ previous learning experiences. It is designed for all 
students and provides them with opportunities to: refine their ability to communicate effectively in a variety of 
contexts; think critically and creatively about the uses of language explore texts from a variety of sources, in multiple 
modes, and that reflect diverse world views; deepen their understanding of themselves and others in a changing 
world; gain insight into the diverse factors that shape identity; appreciate the importance of self-representation through 
text; contribute to Reconciliation by building greater understanding of the knowledge and perspectives of First 
Peoples; and expand their understanding of what it means to be educated Canadian and global citizens. 
 
 
** Courses below can be chosen as an elective 
 
CREATIVE WRITING 10   
Creative Writing 10 is for students who love to write. It is also open to Grade 9 students who have a flair for writing. They will 
explore, and experiment with several forms of creative writing in order to improve their own style. Professional writers will be 
brought in to give workshops to the students. At the end of the course, each student will create a magazine about their 
particular passion.  
 
CREATIVE WRITING 12  
Writing 12 is for students who are enthusiastic about creative writing. The students will explore, experiment, and improve their 
range of writing styles. Professional writers will be brought in to give workshops to the students. At the end of the course, each 
student will have completed a writing portfolio, and will also have provided pieces for the Creative Writing publications. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
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CULINARY ARTS 10 
This is an introductory course for home and professional cooking. The course focuses on the introduction of skills         
content knowledge and creative capacity required for commercial food preparation. Students learn how to handle food 
service tools and equipment in a safe and sanitary manner, while gaining basic knowledge in soups, sandwiches, salads, 
desserts, entrees and more. Students also take Food Safe Level 1 at the beginning of the course. Student 
evaluation for this course is based mostly on hands-on practical work. 
 
CULINARY ARTS 11 
CULINARY ARTS 12 
This is a senior course that focuses on food preparation principles and techniques, food products, nutritional and social-
economic issues. Content includes culinary best practices, principles of cooking and operational procedures, artistic 
elements of the culinary arts, and dietary restrictions and food allergies. Students will get to develop their creative 
thinking skills through learning a variety of cooking techniques and styles. They will gain many culinary skills such as: knife 
skills, plate presentation, cold foods, hot foods, patisserie & baking, aspects of food service, kitchen management and 
gain an extensive knowledge on international cuisine. 
 
Culinary Arts 12 is an advanced level of cooking and chef training, with expectations adjusted accordingly. 
 
 
TEXTILES 10   
Interested in learning to sew? This textiles course is designed for the BEGINNING sewing student who has little or no previous 
experience. Develop your sewing skills while learning about fabrics, patterns and design. Learn about natural and manufactured 
fibers. Learn the uses and care of the various types of fibers including in First Peoples cultures. Explore your creative side. 
Uncover an appreciation for ‘slow fashion.’ Make various free choice craft and garment projects. Explore the factors that 
influence textile choices. Apply the elements and principles of design to your projects. Learn hand and machine construction 
techniques. Alter clothing patterns prior to construction, repair and upcycle of textile items. A wide range of materials will be 
available for use. This course is open to all students grade 10 through 12. If you want to learn how to sew in a fun and creative 
environment then this is the class for you. 
 
TEXTILES 11  
TEXTILES 12 
Do you love to sew? Do you love handmade objects? Do you want to save textile items from the landfill and give it new life? Take 
your basic sewing skills to the next level with Textiles 11 or 12. This textiles course is for the INTERMEDIATE sewer and is open to 
the student who has previously taken a textiles course. Students should be able to sew somewhat independently. Students 
should be familiar with commercial pattern use and have some basic sewing skills. Uncover an appreciation for ‘slow fashion.’ 
Learn about the properties of fabrics, pattern alterations and the repurposing of textile items. Explore the elements and 
principles of design as you complete several projects. Apply fabric knowledge and construction techniques to create garments 
that are uniquely yours. A wide range of materials will be available for use. Projects completed in this course are suitable to add 
to a portfolio when applying to a postsecondary design program. 
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At RSS we use the Intensive French approach to teaching and learning French. This methodology is based on 
developing language skills beginning with oral language (practice speaking, conversation, listening & understanding, 
sentence structure, etc.). We then move onto reading (reading out-loud, saying the words correctly, sentence flow, 
understanding written French). Finally, we focus on writing (producing sentences, personalizing information, using 
sentence structures in different situations). Each year we build on the language skills previously acquired. 
Themes may include: class memory book, extreme sports, magazines, life from long ago, music, mysteries and 
enigmas, social responsibility, television, cinema, friendship, photography, me in ten years, similar yet different (cultural 
unit). 
 
 
FRENCH 10 
French 10, using the Intensive French approach, is intended to have students focus primarily on speaking, listening, 
comprehension, and grammar skills. On many occasions the students will work in pairs or small groups, on 
subjects     drawn from the experiences of young people between the age of 13 and 16. Cultural material drawn from 
authentic French language sources, such as magazines and brochures are included. 
 
FRENCH 11 
FRENCH   12 
Using the Intensive French Approach, French 11 and French 12 students will concentrate on improving their listening, 
speaking, and comprehension skills. The main objective is to be capable of communicating verbally. The students are 
expected to exchange opinions on topics of interest; describe or narrate an event, situation, or experience; 
discuss plans related to common activities; interact in French with confidence in familiar situations drawn from real life; 
research and use     relevant information from a variety of sources to complete a task; view, listen to, and read 
creative works and respond to them in various ways, and be familiar with cultural traditions and customs. 
 

LANGUAGES 
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WORKPLACE MATHEMATICS 10 
This course is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical thinking skills identified for 
entry into the majority of trades and for direct entry into the work force. The course will concentrate on algebra, 
geometry, measurement, number sense with practical applications, and trigonometry, and will continue to focus on the 
mathematical processes learned in Math 8 and 9. Students with a credit for Workplace Mathematics 10 are eligible to take 
Workplace Mathematics 11. 

*Students and parents are encouraged to research the admission requirements for postsecondary programs as they vary by institutions and 
by year. It is important for students who enter the Workplace stream to be aware that universities and some college programs will not 
accept these courses as a math prerequisite. 

 
 

FOUNDATIONS OF MATHEMATICS & PRE-CALCULUS 10 
This course is designed to provide students with the mathematical understandings and critical thinking skills identified for 
post-secondary studies in both the arts and the sciences. The course will concentrate on algebra, number theory and 
operations, relations and functions, trigonometry, measurement, and logical reasoning, and will continue to focus on the 
mathematical processes learned in Math 8 and 9. 

*Students and parents are encouraged to research the admission requirements for postsecondary programs as they vary by 
institution and by year. 

 
 

WORKPLACE MATHEMATICS 11 
Workplace Mathematics 11 is designed for those students who enjoy a more practical exposure to mathematics. It is geared 
towards everyday use of mathematical skills and for those students heading towards a career in the trades where they will 
eventually complete an apprenticeship program. There will be regular projects in this course. The projects are meant to be 
practical means of allowing students to show their progress and learning using a variety of methods. Topics include 
Measurement; Slope and Rate of Change; Trigonometry; Graphical Representations; Financial Services; and Personal Budgets. 
 

*Students and parents are encouraged to research the admission requirements for postsecondary programs as they vary by institution and by 
year. It is important for students who enter the Workplace stream to be aware that universities and some college programs will not accept 
these courses as a math prerequisite. 

MATHEMATICS 



COURSE HANDBOOK 2023-2024 
March 2, 2023 
 

12 
 

 

PRE-CALCULUS 11 
This course is strongly recommended for students who are planning on pursuing postsecondary studies in math or 
sciences. Topics covered may include relations and functions, trigonometry, polynomial functions, and graphing. 
Students who successfully master the learning outcomes of this course may continue on to Pre-Calculus 12. This course 
satisfies the Ministry of Education's mathematics graduation requirements. Students who are planning on pursuing 
post-secondary studies in the arts or the humanities should take Foundations of Mathematics 11. Due to the high 
need for strong numerical, algebraic and problem- solving skills, this course is only recommended for those 
students who have a final grade of 60% or higher in Foundations and Pre-Calculus Mathematics 10. Students with 
less than 60% should consult with their teacher before choosing this course. 

APPRENTICESHIP MATH 12 
This course is a continuation of Workplace Math 11. It is designed for students going directly into the workforce or into 
trades programs. Topics include measurement, geometry, number, algebra, statistics and probability. 

PRE-CALCULUS 12 
This academic math program is designed to prepare students for higher level mathematics as required for many post- 
secondary institutions’ science and math programs. This course includes the following topics: combinatorics, binomial 
expansion, composite functions, transformations of graphs, exponential and logarithmic functions, polynomial factoring, 
radical and rational functions, trigonometry, equations and identities. This is a demanding and challenging course. Students 
not only require mathematical ability but also solid and consistent work habits. 

 
CALCULUS 12 
This course can be completed for an elective credit and is offered through Distance Learning. It is an, 
introduction to differential and integral calculus. Topics covered include limits and their properties, differentiation of 
functions and its application to curve tracing and optimization problems, various techniques of integration and 
the application of integration to areas and volumes and inverse functions. This course is strongly recommended for 
students planning to take a Calculus course at post-secondary. 
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PHYSICAL and HEALTH EDUCATION 10 – Active Living 
This course is based upon two primary focuses. The first focus is that of physical literacy movements in a variety of 
environments with major themes including fair play and social responsibility. The second focus will be on healthy and 
active living, getting students to consider potential barriers, as well as, options to maintain an active lifestyle. A variety of 
minor games, traditional games and field trips will make up the majority of the class. 

 
PHYSICAL and HEALTH EDUCATION 10 – Fitness and Conditioning  
This program is structured for students/athletes that wish to pursue the fitness, weight training, and conditioning 
component of physical education. The focus will be on sport/ activity specific training and various training methods 
that will contribute to overall physical and mental development while acquiring the knowledge, skills, and attitudes to 
enhance quality of life and develop the methods of fitness instruction. 
 
ACTIVE LIVING 11 
This program is structured for students that wish to continue with the “lifetime” stream of physical education. Emphasis is 
placed on participation, with other grading components based on written evaluation, and peer teaching. Students are 
expected to participate in the wide range of activities offered. Optional field trips will be offered. 

 
ACTIVE LIVING 12 
Emphasis is placed on participation, with other grading components based on written evaluation, and community hours. 
Students are expected to participate in the wide range of activities offered. Optional field trips will be offered. 

 
FITNESS & CONDITIONING 11 
FITNESS & CONDITIONING 12 
This program is structured for students /athletes that wish to pursue the fitness, weight training and conditioning 
component of physical education. The focus will be on sport/ activity specific training and various training methods 
that will contribute to overall physical and mental development while acquiring the knowledge, skills and attitudes that will 
enhance quality of life as well as exposure to a rapidly increasing career field.  
 
 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 10 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 11 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 12  
This course is designed to give students the ability to explore the outdoors with the skills to plan for adventure in a 
responsible and safe manner.  Classes will be a combination of outside activities, such as orienteering, geocaching, 
hiking and outdoor education, such as navigation, shelter building, and rope work. The goal of the course is to have 
students gain sufficient practical knowledge and skill to confidently complete a multi-day overnight trip and empower 
them to plan trips of their own. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
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SCIENCE 10 
This is the last Junior Science course to complete the survey of four major branches of science: Biology (genetics), 
Chemistry (atomic structure and chemical reactions), Physics (energy transformations), and Earth & Space Science 
(formation of the universe). This course will provide opportunities, through projects and labs, to develop science curricular 
skills such as questioning and predicting, processing and analyzing data and information, and communicating through 
different mediums. 

 
CHEMISTRY 11 
This course is designed to help students acquire a body of chemical information: facts, procedures, concepts, laws, 
theories, and the processes for obtaining this information. Laboratory experiments provide data for mathematical 
calculations and observations necessary to understand this body of information. The study of chemistry can prepare the 
person to be a more informed decision-maker in our increasingly technological world. Students will learn about the 
structure of matter, measurement of matter, reactions of matter, matter in aqueous solutions, and organic chemistry. This 
course will continue to provide opportunities to develop Science curricular skills like: questioning and predicting, processing 
and analyzing data and information, and communication. 
 
CHEMISTRY 12 
This course is designed for the serious science student wishing to continue in science courses at the university level. The 
further study of chemistry is central for any student wanting to study either the life sciences or the physical 
sciences. Chemistry 12 focuses on Chemical Collisions and Energy Changes, Equilibrium Systems, Acid-Base Chemistry, 
and Electrochemistry. The course is based on algebraic principles and stresses problem solving. This course will 
continue to provide opportunities to develop Science curricular skills like: questioning and predicting, processing 
and analyzing data and information, and communicating. 

 
** only one of the two Science courses below will be offered – dependent on student course selection 
 
EARTH SCIENCE 11 
Earth Science 11 provides students with a broad look at our earth, its formation and its place in our solar system. We 
live on a small planet orbiting a mediocre star in an average galaxy somewhere in a vast universe. Earth is special 
to us, but to understand its limitations we need to study its materials, environment, and unique location. Upon completion 
of this course, students will have a greater understanding of astronomy, water and atmospheric sciences, geology, 
geological time and the history of the earth. This course will provide opportunities, through projects and labs, to 
develop Science curricular skills such as questioning and predicting, processing and analyzing data and information, and 
communicating through different mediums. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 11 
Environmental Science is a new course introduced in the new Science curriculum. Environmental Science 11 focuses on how 
environments support living things, and the relationship between humans and our environment. This continues the earth 
science curriculum from Science 9 by exploring the flow of energy and matter between organisms and their environment, 
and the health and sustainability of ecosystems. Additional topics include the relationships between organisms, what 
affects the diversity of ecosystems, how ecosystems can be damaged, and what we can do to restore damaged ecosystems. 

 

**SCIENCE COURSES THAT WILL BE OFFERED IN 2024-2025  

   LIFE SCIENCES 11 
ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY 12  
PHYSICS 11 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 10 
Socials 10 covers key areas of Canada and the world, from 1919 to the present, including: Political institutions, including 
First Peoples governance. Changing conceptions of identity in Canada. Discriminatory policies and injustices in 
Canada and the world, such as the Head Tax, the Komagata Maru incident, residential schools, and 
internments camps. International conflicts and cooperation, including Canada’s role and participation in World War 
Two. Truth and Reconciliation in Canada. We will develop our Curricular Competencies of Significance, Evidence, 
Perspective, Continuity & Change, Cause & Consequence, and Ethical Judgement through inquiry. These skills will be the 
foundation for future courses in Social Studies and beyond. 
 
FIRST NATION STUDIES YUKON 12 
This course examines Yukon First Nations land claims and self-government. Emphasis will be placed on traditional laws and 
land tenure; the history of the Yukon land claims process as well as the resulting settlements and the government 
agreements. In this course students will explore and discuss the different perspectives brought to this complex topic 
by a number of key people involved in the process. Students will be provided the opportunity to learn about the 
effect the claims process has had on their own local communities. This course satisfies the Social Studies requirement at 
the Grade 11/12 level. 
 
** ONLY ONE OR TWO OF THE COURSES BELOW WILL BE OFFERED IN 23/24 – dependent on student course selection 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY  
How do humans shape the land, and how does the land shape us? The study of human geography looks to answer these 
questions. This course focuses on the process of human adaptation in response to our natural environment, our alteration of the 
landscape, and the short and long-term consequences of these processes. Students will learn about demographic patterns of 
growth, decline, and movement, the relationships between cultural traits, our use of physical space, and impacts on the 
environment. The relationship between First Peoples and the environment will also be explored. Students will develop an 
understanding of global agricultural practices and the role of industrialization, trade, and natural resource demands in shaping 
our environment. Students will look at the factors behind increased urbanization and its influence on societies and environments, 
the relationships between natural resources and patterns of population settlement and economic development, and the political 
organization of geographic regions. 
 
HISTORY 12 
History 12 looks at the major events and people who have shaped the world we live in today. Students will to analyze 
and interpret historical events of the Twentieth Century from 1917-1991. History 12 includes the following topics: 
Russia from Revolution to the collapse of Communism; the rise of Fascism and Great Depression; World War Two 
and the Holocaust; the Cold War (Korea, Suez, Cuba, Vietnam); Issues in the Middle East and India; the 
development of modern China; and Human Rights in South Africa and Civil Rights in the United States. This course satisfies 
the Social Studies requirement at the Grade 11/12 level. 
 
LAW STUDIES 12 
Law Studies 12 is a practical, academic course that provides many insights into the nature of criminal and civil law in 
Canada. A wide spectrum of legal issues and real cases are used to develop student skills and techniques in legal analysis, 
case problem solving and judicial decision-making. Debates are held on contemporary legal issues. This popular course is 
very useful for college or university bound students as well as for those interested in knowing their rights and obligations 
for everyday living. Presentations by community resource persons engaged in law-related careers and visits to court trials 
in progress may supplement this action-oriented course. This course satisfies the Social Studies requirement at the Grade 
11/12 level. 
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WOODWORK 10 
This course is intended for students who enjoyed woodwork in grade eight and/or nine would like to further explore the creative 
and technical aspects of woodwork with greater freedom of choices. Students will be allowed to choose to work on projects 
independently or in small groups. Safety, creativity and the development of self-confidence will be emphasized through project 
construction using mainly power tools. This course is an asset to those students who may be interested in pursuing a career in 
wood technology, but is equally intended for those students interested in learning a creative and pleasurable activity or hobby. 
 
WOODWORK 11 
This course is a cabinetry/furniture making course. Students with limited experience may be required to do an 
introductory project. Students will improve and advance their practical skills in producing complex joints, lathe 
operations, and inlayed designs. Students will be expected to design or modify projects, calculate material costs, and 
determine appropriate time lines. Building construction may be offered as a component of this program. 
 
WOODWORK 12 
This course is an advanced cabinetry/furniture making course. A major project will be expected from the student entailing 
a high quality/caliber of craftsmanship. Building construction may be offered as a component of this program. A greater 
understanding of house construction from ground up will be taught along with the various sub-trades and skill sets. 
 
METALWORK 10 
METALWORK 11 
METALWORK 12 
Everyone is welcome in Metalwork. No previous experience is necessary. The metal shop is a warm, inclusive, respectful and safe 
place for students to learn, explore and be creative. This course teaches you everything you need to know to safely and 
confidently use hand tools and machine tools to design and build your own projects. Beginner students will start with a 
predetermined project so they can learn basic metalworking skills. They will then be able to design projects of their own 
choosing. Experienced students will be able to begin designing their own projects much sooner as they already have the basic 
metalworking skills from previous classes. 
 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION  (Applied Skill) 


