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THE  SOURDOUGH 
 

Connecting Learners and Learning to People and Place 

PRINCIPAL’S  MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 
 

Drin Hözö   Bonjour   Good-day  
 

In this newsletter I’d like to draw attention to the wide range of opportunities our students 
experience as part of their curriculum at Robert Service School. We are exceptionally 
fortunate to have such a rich range of resources – both human and physical - that can be 
used as vehicles for learning. John Dewey, a prominent figure in education, encourages 
education to be grounded in students’ everyday realities drawing from people and place, 
and at RSS this is a major priority. Although the newsletter highlights some major events 
occurring, both in and out of the school, there are many more to mention.  
 
Recently Betsy Wilson’s Grade 11 Earth Science students spent a morning with Geologist 
Jeff Bond seeing first-hand the geological history of the Klondike. Many of our Grade 10-
12 students spent a week in Haines Junction at REM, which annually allows students to 
pursue their personal learning interests and connect with their peers from other Yukon 
rural communities. Andrew Laviolette’s Grade 7 class has been calling Crocus Bluff their 
‘classroom’ for ecological studies, and local beaver ponds have been the context for 
Laurie Berglund’s Grade 1/2s learning about living things and their adaptations.  
 
I regularly drop into classrooms and marvel at further examples such as the art work and 
stories relating to the northern lights, creation of board games to better understand 
historical events such as the Napoleonic Wars, multi-instrument assembles in music, or 
newspaper columns relating to students’ recent experiences on the Chilkoot. 
 
We are very fortunate to live in the environment we do and to have teachers that 
collectively place a high priority on Experiential Learning. We acknowledge the support 
our teaching staff have from our Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in CELCs, Aurora Knutson and Ashley 
Bower-Bramadat, our Educational Assistants, and the office staff, Sonja Stephenson and 
Paulette Michaud, for the supportive work they provide to ensure these opportunities run 
smoothly and maximize the learning opportunity available. 
 
We hope to see you at our Open Evening on Thursday, October 17th, which is described 
in this newsletter. 

 
Kanacha (Take Care) 
 
Brian Lewthwaite 

 

 

RSS STAFF 2019-2020 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Brian Lewthwaite - Principal 
Helen McCullough - Vice Principal 
Melissa Flynn - Vice Principal 
Sonja Stephenson - Administrative Assistant 
Paulette Michaud - Receptionist 
 

ELEMENTARY STAFF 
Laurel Betts - Kindergarten 
Donna Lozancic – Kindergarten/Grade 1 
Laurie Berglund - Grade 1/2 
Brenda Rear - Grade 2/3 
Kathryn McDonald - Grade 4 
Nianne Brophy - Grade 5 
Angela Edmunds - Grade 6 
Andrew Laviolette - Grade 7 
Kristen Poenn - Music K-6, Art 7 
David Rawlings - Phys Ed.  K-4, 6  
Melissa Flynn - Han Language 
Allison Anderson - Han Language 
Jennifer Fraser - LAT / Reading Recovery 
Sandra Salt - LAT / Reading Recovery 
Paula Chisholm - Counsellor 
 

SECONDARY STAFF 
Melissa Flynn - FN Studies 7-8 
Emily Lacelle - English 9-12 
Jaimie Hale - French 9-12, Foods 7- 
Barbara Hinton – High school LAT 
Nicholas Vienneau - ILC Teacher 
Helen McCullough – Career Ed. 8-12, DL 
Peter Menzies - Tech Ed, Woodwork, ICT 
Kristen Poenn -  Art 8, Art 11-12  
David Rawlings - PE  8-12 
Sara Stephens – Humanities 8 Socials 9-12,  
Claus Vogel -  Scimatics 8, Math 9-12, Photo 
Betsy Wilson - Sciences 9-12, Art 9/10 
Paula Chisholm - Counsellor 
 

LIBRARY 
Helen McCullough- Teacher-Librarian 
Rose Lamb - Library Clerk 
 

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS 
Bridget Amos   Rebecca Beaudoin  
Lindsay Bourgoin Stefanie Cayen 
Naomi Headdy  Nijen Holland  
Devon Laing   Mindy Potoroka  
Brendaline de Guzman         
     

TH EDUCATION 
Ashley Bower-Bramadat - K-6 CELC 
Aurora Knutson - 7-12 CELC 
 

CUSTODIAL STAFF 
Driss Adrao   Charlene Churches 
Blad de Guzman  Carol Michie 
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Positive Learning Environments 
 

Our primary emphasis over the first six weeks of the school year has 
been on creating and maintaining positive learning environments. As 
described in September’s newsletter, we have enacted a rather simple 
school-wide system to (1) collect individual and class data on behavior 
and (2) both congratulate and adjust student behavior as it impacts on 
student learning. Our method of documenting incidents is via green, 
yellow and red incident forms, which teachers fill in after a behavior has 
been responded to and lodge it the school office in a grade level folder.  
 
When there is a pattern of yellow or a red incident we must respond. In 
the case of repeating yellow incidents, the administrative team of Helen 
McCullough (VP Secondary), Melissa Flynn (VP Intermediate), Nick 
Vienneau (Independent Learning Centre) and myself (K-3) first of all talk 
with the student(s) involved and in several cases put students on a week-
long Cautionary Report, in consultation with parents to monitor 
behaviour.  If this requires elevated action, there are consequences to 
student misbehavior, which may mean withdrawal from class or being 
sent home to ‘reset’, which is a rare occurrence. A teacher might adjust 
their practice, or provide alternative support or programming to better suit 

student(s) learning. In this letter, I draw attention to Red Incidents which are very rare. The documenting of 
these incidents provides information valuable in decision-making and actioning strategies to reduce offending 
and, if necessary, informing external agencies, who may be asked to provide professional advice and support 
in individual programming. In all, we had 15 red incidents from 5 students in the first 6 weeks, all between 
Grades 3-9, and most outside of the classroom and associated with peer-related aggressive behaviour. These 
can’t be ignored at RSS or by our community. Every parent wants their child to be safe, and we need to 
secure this for every child and staff member. If a Red Incident occurs, there is escalated action involving the 
child and parent/ caregiver. This will involve a conversation with the designated administration team member, 
Grade level teacher and School Counsellor, and the child’s likely removal from the classroom or school until 
actions can be put in place to ensure safety and support the offender and child offended. Re-entry will require 
restorative actions which will include a facilitated conversation between the offender and the person/ people 
offended and ongoing behaviour monitoring and support.  
 

Green (Congratulatory) Incident Form: 
Positive, constructive behaviour contributes to a positive outcome for the student, learning and the social 
environment. Principles of Trë’hude evidenced as others benefit from the action.  
Yellow (Cautionary) Incident Form: 
Negative behavior that contradicts Trë’hude, often ongoing despite repeated warnings, causes risk to self and 
learning or others or property or interferes with the learning of others.  With some thought and adjustment, the 
behavior is likely to not occur again.  Repeated incidents will involve parent/carer contact and cautionary 
monitoring. 
Red (Critical) Incident Form: 
Destructive or abusive behaviour that causes harm to the well-being of self, others or their property. Includes 
illegal activity, the verbal or physical abuse of a peer, staff or community member or the abuse of property. 
Parent/ Carer contact and re-entry restorative action is required and behavior closely monitored. There is zero 
tolerance for such behaviours. 
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 Grade 6 Forty Mile - Ch'èdà Dëk 
From August 28th -30th, the Grade 6 students at RSS spent time exploring and enjoying 
the land at the Forty Mile site, Ch'èdà Dëk. The focus of the trip was to establish positive 
relationships amongst the class and to provide experiences that could be used to support 
our learning in areas like writing. The students were so eager to be on the trip. They 
worked together to set up camp and continued to work together over the next 3 days, 
cooking meals, playing cooperative games, welcoming our many visitors and getting to 
know the land. The weather was perfect and the fish were biting. We've had other out of 
the classroom experiences as a class since then, and look forward to more ahead. Angela 

Edmunds, Grade 6 Teacher. 
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Four Directions and Darkspark 

September 16-22, 2019 

 

 
 

Film maker Zack Patton tapes Deep Dive 
participants in the music room after school 
hours.  Over 80 hours of film, 500 pictures 
and 400 sound tracks were created and 

used to produce three songs and one video 
documentary.  Check out 

www.darkspark.ca/videos ! 

“Darkspark traveled to Indigenous 
communities from the far North to the 

South, from the East to the West 
harnessing pop culture to stimulate 

discourse , and guiding a song-writing 
process to support the diverse voices 

and stories of Indigenous youth.  
www.darkspark.ca” 

 
“To the amazing Robert Service 

School!  Thank-you so much for all of 
your support and enthusiasm for this 
project.  Dawson City and your youth 
will forever hold a special place in our 

hearts!”   
All love, 

Mel, Jame,s D’Ari, Zack and Sage 
(Thank-you card.) 

 

Participants:  Jesse Amos, Mercy Big Sorrell Horse, Beez Duncan, Leian Evalarosa, Teagan Ewing, 
Orion Fage, Nathan Fischer, Liam Henry, Seth MacDonald-Bell, Mudra Patel, Aeon Perucho, Sasha 
Popadynec, Nico Soliquen, Darnel Taylor, Nathaniel Van Every, Kavaughn Anderson, Amber Vanslyke, 
Mena Saunders, Stevie Whiticar, Autumn Hastings, Tess Crocker. 
Support:  Elder Doreen Olson, Ashley Bower-Bramadat, Aurora Knutson, Sammy Taylor, Alison 
Anderson and Peter Menzies with financial support from THFN and North Klondyke Highway Music 
Society. 
Mahsi Cho:  Dänojà Zho Cultural Centre staff, Kylie Van Every and the over 120 people who attended 

 
Producer Mel Larkin leads a discussion on 

colonialism in Canada to help students 
prepare for their songwriting task. 

http://www.darkspark.ca/videos
http://www.darkspark.ca/
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Castle Café 
 
A great experiential program in Culinary Arts is 
provided at RSS through Castle Café, which 
began on October 3rd. A monthly menu is 
emailed home mid-month. Orders can be 
made in the RSS office, as well as on the day, 
while supplies last. It is a $6 meal available to 
all students and staff, and is served most 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays! The grade 
11/12 Culinary Arts students design the menu, 
prepare the ingredients and cook the meals. 
Please contact us about dietary concerns and 
allergies. 

Our students take Canada’s Food 
Guidelines into account, and do their best to 
make colourful, filling meals to help keep your 
kids learning throughout the day.    

 

 

RSS KITCHEN 
NEWS 
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Breakfast Program/Free Lunch 
RSS offers cereal, tea and fruit every 
morning for kids who do not have breakfast at 
home. Drop by the Home Economics room to 
grab a bite to eat before class. Additionally, we 
put out a healthy soup option everyday non-
Castle Café day for students without a lunch. 
 
Jaimie Hale: High School French and Culinary 
Arts Teacher. 

 
 

Grade 10 Chilkoot 
On September 3, 2019 the Grade 10 class set out on an adventure that will not be forgotten. They 
were to conquer the historic Chilkoot Trail along the centuries old path first crossed by Chilkoot 
Tlingit traders and later became the main route for the Klondike Gold Rush stampeders.  The 53-
kilometer hike straddles the boundary between British Columbia and Alaska, revealing the immense 
natural wealth of the North.  This hike connects to the Social Studies 10 curriculum by living the life 
of a stampeder and discovering what it took to make it to Dawson City.  Focusing on the content of 
discriminatory policies and injustices in Canada students look at the impact on local First Nations due 
to the mass influx of outsiders into their territory.  Students will then examine the Indian Act and the 
implementation of Residential Schools across Canada, but specifically in the Yukon.  This will help 
support students to become advocates for human rights, including findings and recommendations of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.    

  
 
Over the course of hiking for 5 days the students showed and demonstrated how much they care 
about each other.  Any time a teacher required them to do something they never hesitated to do it, 
and most importantly to support their peers.  There were so many acts of kindness and support from 
each and every one of them.  A few examples were: staying back in the group to help someone over 
a tricky part of the trail, taking extra weight in their packs to assist a peer and providing constant 
positive words of encouragement. The students also showed personal growth in being able to reflect 
on how the days were going and being concerned about how others and the chaperones were doing.  
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I feel they each discovered a little bit about themselves and what they can accomplish when they 
want to.  The resiliency and ability to push themselves out of their comfort zones was awe-inspiring 
and amazing to witness.   
 
Each and every one of them were exceptional and we could not be prouder of what they 
accomplished, all the while doing it with determination, grit and usually a smile on their faces.   
 
Thank-you everyone for making this such a great trip. A special thanks to my colleagues Melissa 
Flynn and Dave Rawlings. 
 
Sara Stephens  

European Trip Opportunity! 
 

A trip to Central Europe is being offered in April for students in Grade 10-12.  The experience 
provided closely corresponds with the BC curriculum priority of studying historical events, so that 
students gain an understanding of the people, places, issues, and events that have shaped the world 
they live in (https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/social-studies/core/introduction). At RSS our 
students are exposed to local, regonal, national and international history and begin to realize that our 
community’s experience is paralleled internationally. Our students know that our past here in 
Dawson, and Canada more broadly, is not that positive, especially in consideration of how our First 
Nations people were treated by our nation’s government. We believe this European experience for 
our RSS students is an exceptional opportunity for them to see their lives from a broader 
international perspective. 
 

This trip will focus on history as we travel through the Iron Curtain and World War II to Gothic 
cathedrals and ancient cities that are more vibrant than ever.  The experience provided corresponds 
closely with the Grade 10-12 Social Studies Curriculum, which focuses on  
 
Flying out of Whitehorse to Germany, over the course of 10 days students will experience life in 
Berlin by visiting Checkpoint Charlie, remains of the Berlin Wall, the Brandenburg Gate and 
Kurfürstendamm.  Next students will set off to Prague which escaped the bombs of World War II, and 
now woos you with old-world charm.  Students will also visit Poland and look at one of history’s 
darkest moments, the Holocaust.  It takes on a poignant immediacy when they walk through the 
cities, towns and buildings where the events occurred. Visiting sites like the camps of Auschwitz-
Birkenau – where over a million men, women and children lost their lives – as well as the Jewish 
Museum in Berlin and the Warsaw Ghetto, will allow students to recall the suffering, honour the 
victims, and celebrate the liberation.  We will then move on to Budapest, one of Europe’s most 
underrated cities, with architectural gems around every corner.   

 

 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/social-studies/core/introduction
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A website has been set up to provide a further information, so please 
visit https://www.eftours.ca/tour-website/2298758EV  to view tour itinerary, cost, dates and payment 
options.  If any Grade 10-12 youth are interested, please contact Sara Stephens 
at sara.stephens@yesnet.yk.ca.  Some fundraising and external support will likely reduce the overall 
cost of the trip.  
 

Open Evening 
Thursday, October 17, 5-7 pm 

All parents and caregivers are invited to an Open House at Robert Service School on October 17. 

Based upon the School Council’s last year’s review of the reporting processes at Robert Service 
School, it was identified that there needed to be better clarity to parents and students on grade and 
subject level requirements for students and how well their children were progressing according to 
these requirements. The open evening will provide an informal initial meeting opportunity for 
classroom teachers with parents/ caregivers. Most importantly it will focus on making clearer the 
learning focus and ‘standards’ of each grade level, especially in literacy and numeracy, and for high 
school students, curriculum expectations. Teachers will speak to their grade level focus and make 
clear through a one-page handout the learning targets and the anticipated proficiencies for the year, 
and provide suggestions as to what you can do at home to support your child’s learning. If you are 
not able to attend, the handout will be available from your child’s teacher and through the RSS 
website. The evening also provides an opportunity for parents and caregivers to touch base with 
teachers as to how things are progressing early in the school year. Refreshments will be served. 

You may wish to go to the British Columbia Curriculum website (which we follow) and view the 
progression that describes grade level expectations across the curriculum areas. 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/continuous-views 

In order to provide structure to the evening, we’d like K-7 parents/ caregivers to be in classrooms at 
specific times. You can connect with any teacher from K-12 at any time, but we’d like k-7 to be 
present at these specific times. Specialist and High School teachers are available in their classrooms 
at anytime between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. 

Ground Level: 

Laurel Betts (& Susu Robin): K: 5:00 p.m. 
Donna Lozancic: Grades K/1: 5:15 p.m. 
Laurie Berglund: Grades 1/2: 5:30 p.m. 
Brenda Rear: Grades 2/3: 5:45 p.m. 
Kathryn McDonald: Grade 4: 6:00 p.m. 

Upper Level: 

Nianne Brophy: Grade 5: 6:15 p.m. 
Angela Edmunds: Grade 6: 6:30 p.m. 
Andrew Laviolette: Grade 7: 7:45 p.m. (Principal Lewthwaite will be available as Andrew will be 
away). 

https://www.eftours.ca/tour-website/2298758EV
mailto:sara.stephens@yesnet.yk.ca
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/continuous-views
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Update from the Dët’o:  

Independent Learning Centre 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
I would like to take a minute to introduce the Dët’o, formally known as the Individual Learning Center. 
With the decommissioning of the portables, the Dët’o is now based in the Ancillary Room, and will be 
for the foreseeable future. The Dët’o is a flexible learning environment that allows students from Grade 
10-12 a variety of learning options. First it allows students the chance to have a homework block where 
they can come and get individual help on their other courses. Next, students can take individual 
courses covering the same material and learning outcomes as a regular class; however, in the Dët’o 
students are able to work at their own pace. Learning in the Dët’o is seen as an alternative option, not 
a soft option. The same expectations for behaviour are required, although there is more flexibility in 
student’s learning approach and programming.  

In collaboration with community businesses, the Dët’o senior students are also participating in work 
experience programs. This is an educational program that provides students the opportunity to 
participate in, observe and learn about an occupation or career of interest. Student’s spend a minimum 
of 90 hours in a local business experiencing a variety of tasks.  The student participation is evaluated 
by teacher and employer and they can earn 4 credits that can go towards their graduation goals. 

We are very fortunate to have this learning option for our youth, especially with it’s focus on 
individualized and work-related learning, which is a cornerstone of Experiential Education. 

We encourage everyone to stop by and check out the Dët’o classroom this year.  

Mahsi Cho, 

Nicholas Vienneau and Stefanie Cayen 
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR 

OCTOBER 3-4, 2019 
 

Thanks to all the students, staff, and 
community members who came out 
and supported the Book Fair. 

 
The school library now has $392.00 of 
new books and $538.00 to buy more 
books!! 

 

Mr. Rawlings accepting a cheque 
for $2267.00 from CANADA POST 

to put towards the school 

recreation program! 
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From The Office 
 

 

Student activity fee: 
If you haven’t paid, please do so 
a.s.a.p. 
Elementary is $10.00 per student 

High school is $15.00 per student 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 14, thanksgiving  
 
 

 
 

 

 

Dental Therapists: 
Visiting 
October 15-November 1 
Registration deadline is October 18th 

 
 

 

 

Upcoming Emergency Drills: 
October 17, 2019 – Earthquake  

 
Photo day: 
October 10 Grades K-7 & 9 
October 11 – Grades 8, 10-12 
& Grad photos 
 

 

 

Upcoming Emergency Drills: 
October 17, 2019 – Earthquake  

Anytime your child is absent from the 
school, please notify the school at 993-

5435 or by email to both School 
Administrative Assistants Paulette      

Michaud and 
Sonja Stephenson 

paulette.michaud@yesnet.yk.ca and 
sonja.stephenson@yesnet.yk.ca 
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Notice of Alternate Sites 

if School Evacuation is Required 

Robert Service School 

 

Grade Kindergarten – Grade 6 – Curling Club 

Grade 7-12 - Arena 

 

 Turn on your radio to CBC (570) or CKRW (610 on the AM dial, or CHON (98.1) on the FM 

dial; information and directions will be given over the radio. 

 DO NOT call the school please; we must have the lines open for emergency calls. 

 DO NOT immediately drive to the school following an earthquake or other city-wide emergency; 

streets and access to our school may be cluttered with debris; the school access routes and street 

entrance areas must remain clear for emergency vehicles. 

 

 The school has a detailed emergency response plan that has been developed to ensure the safety of 
students and staff in the event 

 

 

 

From the Public Health Office 
Dawson Health Centre nurses will be holding a flu vaccine clinic at the library Tuesday, November 5, 

12:00 – 5:30. 

Parents who are interested in their child receiving a flu vaccine at the school without the parent 

present need to call the Health Centre, 993-4300 to discuss this with a nurse. 
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ROBERT SERVICE SCHOOL 
November 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

  1 2 

3 4 5 6 7  

RSS Remembrance 
Day Ceremony 

10:45 a.m. 

8  

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT DAY 

NO SCHOOL  

9 

10 11  

REMEMBRANCE  

DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

12 13 14  

GR 11/12 Yukon 

Volleyball Champs 

Whitehorse  

15  

GR 11/12 Yukon 

Volleyball Champs 

Whitehorse 

16  

GR 11/12 Yukon 

Volleyball Champs 

Whitehorse 

17 18 19  

Teacher-Led 
Conferences   

NO REGULAR 

CLASSES 

20 21  

GR 7-10 Yukon 
Volleyball Champs 

Whitehorse 

22  

GR 7-10 Yukon 
Volleyball Champs 

Whitehorse 

23  

GR 7-10 Yukon 
Volleyball Champs 

Whitehorse 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

ROBERT SERVICE SCHOOL 
October 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
Scholastic Book Fair 

 
Walk to School Day 

3  
Scholastic Book Fair 

4  
Scholastic Book Fair 

5 

6 7 8 9  

RSS School Council 

Meeting – 6:00 pm 

Library 

10 11  
 

12 

13 14 

THANKSGIVING 
DAY 

NO SCHOOL 

15 16 17 
OPEN HOUSE 

EVENING 

18  
FIRST HUNT 

19  

FIRST HUNT 

20 
FIRST HUNT 

21  

FIRST HUNT 
22 23 24  

DIVT 
25  

DIVT 

 

END OF HS TERM 1 

26  

DIVT 

27 28 29 30 31 
HALLOWE’EN 

 


