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THE SOURDOUGH
Home of the KNIGHTS

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

RSS STAFF 2016-2017
ADMINISTRATION
Hilary Skilnyk - Principal
Helen McCullough - Vice Principal
Sonja Stephenson - Administrative Assistant
Paulette Michaud - Receptionist

March Break is quickly approaching and staff and students have been
staying active and engaged in their learning to help get through what has
seemed like a long, drawn out winter. We are appreciating the return of the
light and enjoy watching the days grow longer as they bring hope of spring
and new growth.

ELEMENTARY STAFF
Laurel Betts - Kindergarten
Hayley Marks - Grade 1
Laurie Berglund - Grade 2
Brenda Rear - Grade 3
Clive Betts - Grade 4
Donna Lozancic - Grade 5
Angela Edmunds- Grade 6
Kristen Poenn - Music K-4, French 6
Steve Laszlo - Phys Ed. K-4
Melissa Hawkins - Han Language
Mary Henry - Han Language
Allison Anderson - Han Language
Sandra Salt - LAT / Reading Recovery
Craig Hunter- LAT / Reading Recovery
Nancy Boehmer - Counsellor

SECONDARY STAFF
Andrew Laviolette - English 7 / Math 7
Tara McCauley - French 7-12, Foods 7-12
Claus Vogel - Math 8-12, Photo 11/12, ICT 7-9
Jennifer Fraser - English 8-12
Sara Stephens - Socials 7-12 / Planning 10
Peter Menzies - Tech Ed /C & J/ Small Engine
Steve Laszlo - PE 7-12
Betsy Sinclair - Science 8-12, Art 10-12
Kristen Poenn - French 7/Art 7-9/Music 11-12
Paul Griffiths - ELL and Math 9
Cecelia Griffiths - Learning Assistance Teacher
Nancy Boehmer - Counsellor
Jaimie Hale - ILC Teacher

LIBRARY
Jennifer Fraser- Teacher-Librarian
Rose Lamb - Library Clerk

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS
Janet Leary
Tanja Westland
Nijen Holland
Stephanie Davidson
Andrew Laviolette (0.5) Susu Robin
Bridget Amos
Clementine Lamerton
Paul Griffiths (0.6)
Justin Dragoman
Stefanie Cleland
Sarah Derby

CELC
Ashley Bower-Bramadat (Elementary)
Julia Milnes (High School)

CUSTODIAL STAFF
Driss Adrao
Blad de Guzman

Charlene Churches

Spring is around the corner and with it comes preparation for anticipated
changes that will be implemented in the 2017-2018 school year. Next
school year will be the beginning of the first phase of Curriculum Redesign
that will directly impact Grades K to 9. This means we are entering a
period of change. The change in curriculum will focus on how we engage
students in learning…which essentially means changing how students
learn.
Students have different learning needs and they learn successfully in
different ways. Changes in curriculum will deliver more flexible and
personalized learning. The curriculum in Yukon will reflect the ways Yukon
students learn – in the classroom, in the community and on the land.
Yukon First Nations worldviews will be embedded in all grades and subject
areas. In moving forward, a focus will be helping students develop stronger
critical thinking skills, by providing students with more inquiry and projectbased learning opportunities. Assessment for student learning will focus on
more descriptive and meaningful feedback. The focus of achievement will
be on student strengths and improvement needed as the next step.
Students will be more actively engaged and empowered in reflecting on
their own learning through self-reflection and self-assessment as part of
the assessment process.
At RSS, we are entering an exciting time of change and professional
growth! We are looking forward to embarking on this change and to
continuing to improve student learning. To find out more about these
upcoming changes, we invite you to attend the presentation on Changes to
Yukon’s School Curriculum on March 28, 2017 at the RSS ancillary room
from 6:30 – 8:00.
Happy Spring!

Hilary
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Library News
We have been receiving several new books in the library. All are invited to come and check them
out. Rose has been away from the Library for the past few weeks, and we would like to thank
Cody Stephenson and Mindy Potoroka for all the help they have provided in her absence.
Mrs. Fraser is currently working on a book order for next year, and is open to suggestions! If
there is a book, series, or topic that you would like to see in our library, please let her know.
Take a look at some of the new books that have just arrived:
Sometimes you barf by Nancy Carlson
“A sick girl throws up at school and learns that vomiting is sometimes unavoidable
and that the sickness – and – the – embarrassment will pass”. provided by publisher

Uni the unicorn: a story about believing by Amy Krouse Rosenthal
“Uni the unicorn believes that little girls are real…” provided by publisher

Lost in the Sea of Despair by Tracey Turner
“Out in the middle of the lonely ocean danger lurks deep beneath the dark
water. Will you survive hungry predators, treacherous storms, and deadly stings
and bites?” provided by publisher

Finding Wonders: three girls who changed science by Jeannine Atkins
“A biographical novel in verse of three different girls in three different time
periods who grew up to become ground breaking scientists” provided by publisher

The Monstrumologist by Richard Yancey
“In 1888, twelve-year-old Will Henry chronicles his apprenticeship with Dr.
Warthrop, a New Escientist who hunts and studies real-life monsters, as they
discover and attempt to destroy a pod of Anthropophagi.” provided by publisher
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Castle Café
Food Fit for a KNIGHT
We opened the doors for the 2017 season with the Grade 10-12
students as our cooks.
Check out the wall by the Castle café where we will be featuring our
EMPLOYEE OF THE WEEK.
Big congrats to Jayde Dubois who earned the title the first week and
kept it for two weeks.

On March 2 our 10-12 FOODS class participated in an IRON CHEF competition.
The three groups had four key ingredients to incorporate into their dishes.
Aspragus/Chicken/Rhubarb/Pumpkin seeds
Ms. McCauley and Ms. Cleland had the pleasure of sampling three delicious plates and the
scores were very close. Our winners were Braydon,Mick, and Billy

*** REMINDER: all orders and payments for CASTLE CAFE lunches must be in by 3pm
the day before. You can access the online ordering at castlecafe.azurewebsites.net
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Student-Led Conferences
Please reserve the date of Tuesday, March 14, 2017, for Student-Led Conferences. This is a
modern day version of Parent-Teacher Conferences, where students will lead the conversation
with their parents/guardians. Teachers will work with the students in planning for the day. During
the conferences, teachers will circulate and join the conversations. Students will share their work
and discuss their strengths & goals for future growth. This process supports the students in
seeing themselves as responsible for their learning.
At the Student-Led Conferences, your child will;
•share samples of their work;
•demonstrate recently acquired skills;
•ask you to comment on their progress
By having students actively involved in these conferences, they will:
•assume responsibility for reporting their progress to you;
•collaboratively set goals with you and the classroom teacher for further learning;
•be accountable for the work they produce and the quality of that work;
•enhance communication and leadership skills;
•show you, first hand, some of the many learning activities they are involved in at school
As these meetings are led by the students there may be several families in the room at the
same time. If you need a separate meeting to discuss specific issues or challenges, on another
date, please contact the teacher directly to arrange a time.
Appointments can be made by using the on-line parent teacher interview booking system for
Robert Service School. You will be able to create an account, enter your children and then
schedule interview times for you to meet with their teachers. This can be accessed by going to
robertservice.schoolappointments.com . If you are not able to use the on-line appointment
booking system please contact your child’s teacher for K-6 appointments or the school office for
grades 7-12 appointments.
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Greetings! We are in full swing of basketball season here at RSS. Recently, on
Tuesday, Feb 21st, we travelled to Carmacks and took on their 11-student roster. RSS was
victorious with a much smaller roster winning the match 42-20. Congratulation goes out to
Marc Parucho (coach), Jeremy Beausejour, JP Favron, Jesse Caley, Cassidy Everitt, and Devin
Forester for their participation in this exhibition match.

Secondly, we had a visit from master basketball coach, Tim Brady, from Whitehorse in
PE classes and after school with the basketball team Feb 27 – March 3. Tim ran a basketball
clinic for students in K-10 for 3 full days as well as practices after school with the basketball
team during his stay. A fresh appreciation for the sport was felt by all the students and staff
after his stay and has energized the RSS basketball team.
Lastly, the RSS basketball team will be participating in the Yukon Basketball
Championships (Gr. 9/10) for the first time in roughly 15 years on March 9-11th in
Whitehorse. We wish the team good luck on their trip and representing RSS at the territorial
tournament.
Lap Steel Guitar Donated to RSS
Local woodworker/artist/musician/
luthier Mike Penrose built and
donated a lap steel guitar to RSS. The
design commemorates Canada 150
and includes maple wood from the
Maple Tree Project. The lap steel
guitar will be loaned to anyone
interested in learning to play lap steel.
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The grade five class had a
very special guest this week,
when Chief Roberta Joseph
came to visit. The students
are learning about First
Nations government and the
role of the Chief in our
community. Chief Roberta
Joseph spoke to the students
about leadership, the
structure of the First Nations
government and her
experiences as Chief.

Valentine’s Day at Robert Service School
Love was in the air this February 14th when a group of students got together to make
valentine’s day cards for the special Elders in their lives. Once their cards were finished,
grade 10 student Cassidy Everitt brought them to the Community Support Centre to be
passed out. Thanks for being such a bunch of sweethearts RSS!

Reminder: High School Ski Day at Moose Mountain!!!
Students in grades 6-12 will be having a ski day on Friday, March 17th at RSS. Students MUST attend block one
classes to be eligible and attend this high school event. We will begin transportation of students to the hill at
10:00 am (older students first) and return to the school at the end of the school day. Students are asked to
bring a helmet, ski/snowboard equipment, and appropriate warm clothing for the weather. A concession will be
provided at the ski hill, but students should bring a bagged lunch as well.
There is a cost of $4.00 for transportation and lift pass and all students must hand in a signed permission slip.
Thank you in advance to all our volunteers who make this day happen and providing out students with an

active living day!
6

Robert Service School

TUESDAY , MARCH 7, 2017

Electrix English Language Club
“The Electrix” have been meeting once a week
since last March to hang out and have fun after
school while practicing English. We play games,
go skating, go sledding, watch movies and enjoy
the outdoors. It’s just fun to be together. This
year we have over fifteen chatterboxes, from
grade 2 all the way up to grade 12.

We welcome all students who
have English as a second,
third, fourth, fifth, sixth,
seventh or even eighth
language!!!
We meet every Thursday
afterschool.

Adios!

Paalam!

Aurevoir!

RSS Hosts 2017 Skills Yukon Photography Competition
Three RSS and two FH Collins students competed in the
Skills Yukon Photography Competition.
Here are some of the pictures!
The winner, a FHC student, will attend the
national competition in Winnipeg in June, 2017.
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Girls Carpentry Club
RSS’s Girls Carpentry Club is a 5-week series
of carpentry workshops developed for young
women in grades 7, 8 and 9. Throughout our
sessions, the participants have built and
personalized wooden boxes, practiced the art
of woodburning and have begun to construct
an octagonal picnic table that will be donated
to the Youth Centre this spring. Our goal is to
build confidence and empower our youth to
try their best. The finished products speak for
themselves; these carpenters are patient,
detail oriented and take pride in their
projects! Well done! Thank you to our
generous supporters Arctic Inland, Bonanza
Market and the Youth Investment Fund.

Grade 5 Drums
The Grade 5 class completed a combined art,
music, math, shop and time management unit!
Working with three teachers in four classrooms,
students had to construct a box drum, decorate the
drum and learn to play it all within a specific
amount of time.
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Science 7 Letter Exchange with Kenya
RSS Grade 7 students have a Pen Pal Exchange with a class in Kenya. Here are samples
of the letters received. Note the handwriting! Kenya follows British Curriculum. Letter
topics are family life, school activities and sustainable eco-systems. One set of letters
takes 3 months to exchange.

Radio Zho – Live from RSS on CFYT-FM
Grade 7/8 students broadcast a weekly radio show
Fridays at 1:00 pm. The focus is on Han language use,
traditional knowledge and interview skills. Tune in on
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INVITATION TO MEET
Changes to Yukon’s school curriculum
The Department of Education will be visiting Dawson City on March 28, 2017 to discuss the
upcoming changes to Yukon’s school curriculum in the RSS Ancillary Room from 6:30 – 8:00 pm.
We are encouraging all community members who are interested in learning more to attend.
There will be a short presentation that will go over:
•
•
•

Why the curriculum is changing;
Main changes to the curriculum; and
What the changes will look like at your child’s school.

There will also be an opportunity for you to ask any questions you might have.
The changes to the curriculum will start taking place for students in Grades K-9 next year, and for
Grades 10-12 during the 2018/19 school year. We encourage you to come out and learn more
about the coming changes to Yukon’s curriculum.
For more information, please visit www.education.gov.yk.ca/curriculum.

News From the Shop
Grade 11 student Tanner Sadlier has joined Team Yukon and will
compete in the 2017 National Skills Canada Competition in secondary
cabinetry in Winnipeg.

Check out this clock! The design is Favron Enterprises
and it was created by JP Favron!!
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NEWS FROM THE CELC
Drin Hǫzǫ,
The weather has been cold lately, but the sun is shining! Elementary classes have been busy with
cultural programming in and out of the school, from storytelling with Elders to visiting the Dänoja Zho
Cultural Center.
Elementary classes visited the Dänoja Zho Cultural Centre for Han Valentine’s Day crafting, the
classes had a great time at the Cultural Center creating lovely valentines! In the spirit of Valentine’s Day,
the grade 5 class visited the TH Community Services Centre for an afternoon of Karaoke, it was a great
way to spend a Valentine’s Day afternoon.
The DDRC, Kyler Mather and Rachel Hunt, visited elementary classes for trapping talks. The classes
had the chance to look at furs, traps and learn about the animals and processes of trapping. Some classes
even had the chance to see Kyler skin a marten!
The grade 2 class spent the day learning about seasons and what activities people may have done in
each season. The day included visited the trapping course and learning about animals and furs, visiting the
DZCC for snowshoe making and snowshoeing in the Gathering Place area. Jody and Victor also visited the
grade 2 class for storytelling and to talk about inventions. The class paired off in groups to create their
own fish trap inventions. The groups did a great job creating their own fish traps inventions and presented
these at the DZCC to their fellow students, Elders and family members. Great work grade 2's!!
Elementary classes will be going ice fishing before Spring Break! Classes are excited about the
opportunity to go ice fishing and hopefully catch some burbot!
I hope that everyone has a great Spring Break!
Ashley Bower-Bramadat
Elementary CELC
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SUNDAY

MARCH

MONDAY

5

6

TUESDAY

7

WEDNESDAY

13

4

8

9

10

11

16

17

18

Gr 8-10 Basketball
Team Trip to
Whitehorse

15

21

SATURDAY

3

14

20

FRIDAY

2

Student-Led
Conferences
11:00 am-5:00 pm

19

THURSDAY

1

School Council Mtg
6:30 pm RSS Library
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2017

K-6 CARNAVAL
12:30 - 3:20
Moose Mountain

22

23

Gr 8-10 Basketball
Team Trip to
Whitehorse

High School Ski Day
10:00am-3:20 pm
Moose Mountain

24

25

SPRING BREAK - MARCH 20 - 24, 2017
26

27

28

Curriculum Redesign
Community Meeting
6:30 - 8:00 pm
RSS Ancillary Room

29

APRIL
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

30

31

2017

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Territorial Bridge
Building
Competition
WHITEHORSE

15

GOOD
FRIDAY
16

23
30

17
EASTER
MONDAY

18

24

25

19

20
PARTY Program
Gr 7-10

26

27

21

22

Skills Yukon Cooking
WHITEHORSE
Earth Day
K-6 Green Trade

28

29

SKILLS YUKON
Whse
RSS Art/Science
Exhibition
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2017

MAY
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

7

TUESDAY
2

8

MADD presentation
GR 7-12

WEDNESDAY

3

Young Author’s
Conference - WHSE

9

4

Young Author’s
Conference - WHSE

FRIDAY
5

Young Author’s

Conference - WHSE

SATURDAY
6

Ridge Road Run CARMACKS

Heritage Fair -WHSE

Heritage Fair -WHSE

10

11

12

13

FRENCH 8/9 trip to
Whitehorse

FRENCH 8/9 trip to
Whitehorse

THURSDAY

Heritage Fair -WHSE

FRENCH 8/9 trip to
Whitehorse

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
VICTORIA
DAY

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

JUNIOR REM
GR 7/8
Faro, Yukon

JUNIOR REM
GR 7/8
Faro, Yukon

JUNIOR REM
GR 7/8
Faro, Yukon

JUNE
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Musical Presentation
K-7 @ 1pm
Ancillary Room

2017

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1

FRIDAY
2 FN GRAD - Whse
LAST DAY OF
SCHOOL
FULL DAY

4

5

6

7

8

9

SATURDAY
3

GRADUATION DAY
11 am @
Fort Herchmer
(behind
Commissoner’s Res)
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