
Robert Service School  January 24, 2021 

  1 

 

THE  SOURDOUGH 
 

Connecting Learners and Learning to People and Place  
 

 
 

 

Principal’s Message: Drin Hözö, Bonjour, Good-day  
 
The days are starting to stretch out, and we’re in the second week of the second 
and final semester of the school year, last day of school being June 2nd. High 
School teachers are collating students’ semester results and writing reports to 
send home with students on Friday, January 29. We’re also quickly approaching 
‘100-Day’, which is a milestone day in the K-3 area, signaling completion of the 
first 100 days of school. K-7 reports will be going  home with students on Friday, 
February 12.  As well, January 26-29 we’re hosting the COVID-19 vaccination 
clinic in our school gymnasium. The decision for RSS to host the clinic was a call 
made by Yukon Government, and despite the disruption to some of our school 
programming, we’re pleased to be able to contribute to this significant 
community event amidst an on-going pandemic. In all, it’s a busy and 
productive time at RSS. 
 
In this issue of the Sourdough, I highlight a variety of developments at RSS, with 
a focus on curriculum programming. Over the past year, we’ve been focusing 
on implementing several cross-grade initiatives, especially in K-7, working 
collaboratively to have a common program approach to our teaching. The 
programs are identified by research as those that advance student learning, and 
also support student and parent transition through schooling with familiar 
approaches used across grade levels. For you as a parent and your child, we 
want a common-consistent approach. We want you to know, as a parent, that 
we are thinking about how we, in teaching for learning, can do our very best. 
Many of these initiatives have been the focus of our January 15 professional 
learning day. There’s also an update on RSS building development, with 
attention to external painting and the new modular complex for Grades 4-7. 
Both of these developments are in progress, and we want to keep you 
informed. The external painting is being advanced by a team of six – two 
students, two parents and two teachers. Currently, several colour schemes are 
proposed, one being the Ted Harrison colour scheme, illustrated in the image 
above. Further information coming soon! 
 
Final Message: We give out, on average, 20 masks a day at the office and 40 
masks across the school. As a parent/ carer ensure your child has a mask daily.  
  
K’ënocha (Take Care)  
Brian Lewthwaite 
 
 

RSS STAFF 2020-2021 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
Brian Lewthwaite - Principal 
Helen McCullough - Vice Principal 
Melissa Flynn - Vice Principal 
Sonja Stephenson - Administrative Assistant 
Olivia Croteau - Receptionist 
 

ELEMENTARY STAFF 
Laurel Betts - Kindergarten 
Donna Lozancic – Grade 1 
Laurie Berglund – Grade 2 
Brenda Rear – Grade 3 
Kathryn McDonald - Grade 4 
Stephen Ferguson - Grade 5 
Angela Edmunds - Grade 5/6 
Andrew Laviolette - Grade 7 
Kristen Poenn - Music K-7 
David Rawlings - Phys Ed (8-12) & K-4.  
Melissa Flynn - Han Language 
Allison Anderson - Han Language 
Mary Henry – Han Language 
Jennifer Fraser - LAT / Reading Recovery (4-
7) 
Sandra Salt - LAT / Reading Recovery (K-3) 
Paula Chisholm - Counsellor 
 

SECONDARY STAFF 
Melissa Flynn - FN Studies 7-8 
Emily Lacelle - English 9-12, LAT Support 
Jaimie Hale - French 7-12, Home Ec 7-8, 
Foods 9-12 
Basia Hinton – Art 7, 8-12 LAT & ELL 
Craig Hunter - Dëto/ILC 
Helen McCullough – Guidance, Career Ed. 
10-12, DL, Yearbook 
Peter Menzies - Tech Ed, Woodwork, ICT 
Kristen Poenn - Art 8, Art 11-12  
David Rawlings - PE K-4 and 8-12 
Sara Stephens – Humanities 8, Socials 9-12,  
Claus Vogel - Scimatics 8, Math 9-12, 
Photography 
Betsy Wilson - Sciences 9-12 
Micah Quinn- Grade 7 Mathematics, 
Individualized Student Support 
Paula Chisholm - Counsellor 
 

LIBRARY 
Betsy Wilson- Teacher-Librarian 
Rose Lamb - Library Clerk 
 

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS 
Bridget Amos   Rebecca Beaudoin  
Lindsay Bourgoin Stefanie Cayen    
Naomi Headdy  Micah Quinn 
Natasha Henderson Mindy Potoroka    
Brendaline de Guzman   Madison Betts 
Annie Kierans   
     

TH EDUCATION 
Ashley Bower-Bramadat – Education 
Manager 
Aurora Knutson - 7-12 CELC 
Hannah Findlay-Brooke 
Jennifer Kehoe – ESW – Support Worker 
 

CUSTODIAL STAFF   
Charlene Churches 
Blad de Guzman  Carol Michie 
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Funding for Programming from Klondike Placer Miners Association and Tr’ondëk 
Hwëch’in Nation Government 

 

Klondike Placer Miners Association and the Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Government recently presented $7000 in 
support of their co-sponsorship of various projects at Robert Service School. Brooke Rudolph, of KPMA, met 
with Peter Menzies several months ago to get a sense of some of the immediate funding needs for RSS. Based 
upon this discussion, KPMA and TH then decided to contribute $7000 to these important 
projects.  Specifically, the donated funds will support the following: 
  

•         Camping gear for Experiential Education Programming $2400 
•        Instrument strings for Arts Programming in Music $1150 
•        Bouldering Mural (on the back wall of the stage in the gym) $350 
•        One other mural for $200 
•        Wood burning tools for Shop and Arts Programming $500 
•        Honoraria for external contributors to student programming such as the recent Grade 10 Metals/ Welding 

Deep Dive $2400 
  

Tr’ondëk Hwëch’in Nation Government Chief Roberta Joseph and Deputy-Chief Simon Nagano, and Will 
Fellers, KMPA co-presented the funding to one of our school’s many great advocates, Mr Peter Menzies, and  
Principal Brian Lewthwaite in the RSS ‘Shop’, with 10 Grade 10-12 students currently enrolled in the 
Metalworks course present. This funding is greatly appreciated because of the support it provides for our 
diversified programming. Any similar funding efforts for extending our programming is welcomed! As 
Principal at RSS, I want to acknowledge – as I know our students and community appreciate – Peter’s 
undivided focus on delivering and demanding the very best for our students. 
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Applied Design, Technology, Skills and Technologies Programming at RSS 
 

A new development in the BC Curriculum, which the Yukon follows, is the inclusion of Applied Design, Skills 
and Technology (ADST) as a curriculum area from K-12. The Applied Design, Skills, and Technologies 
curriculum builds on students and their community’s ‘natural curiosity, inventiveness, and desire to create 
and work in practical ways. For our community, ADST is our ‘way of doing’. This community’s people – for 
thousands of years – have lived a life of ADST. ADST is what makes our community tick, and it needs priority 
in schooling.  You can check out this curriculum focus at: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/adst. 
Although this curriculum is well-established in Grades 8-12 through various subjects such as Materials 
Technology in Woods and Metals, Food Technologies and Information and Communication Technologies 
(ICT), is has been less well-established in K-7. For several years, Laurie Berglund, Donna Lozancic, and Brenda 
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Rear have been participating in Destination Imagination, where students work in teams to solve STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) challenges. DI has a strong international following and our 
RSS students have excelled in DI events. Combining ADST and DI to build on students’ natural curiosity, 
inventiveness, and desire to create and work in curriculum integrated practical ways is the goal of our 
Extension Committee, with emphasis on K-3 (Mrs Betts, Ms Lozancic, Ms Berglund, Ms Rear). Our last PD day 
provided opportunity for K-3 teachers to connect with Mark Connell, YE Curriculum Consultant, and then 
spend most of the day organizing ADST/DI learning opportunities for students.  
 
In the photos below, students in Ms Rears’ Grade 3 class participate – on pajama day - in a challenge to ‘make 
a robot with at least one moving part, using the materials provided’. Children in pairs talked about   
possibilities, tried these creative ideas, and then shared to the class their prototypes, which is the focus of 
ADST. The intention is to see K-3 ADST inclusion progress across through students K-12 learning experiences 
at RSS. 
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In the past mathematics programming has placed a very high demand on literacy fluency, and mathematics 
learning became very frustrating for many students because of the language demand. As well, students were 
required to make sense of mathematics with limited teacher guidance through direct instruction. 

This year, teachers in K-7 are implementing a program for mathematics teaching called JUMP math, either as 
their primary program or as a supporting program. JUMP Math is a philosophy and a set of classroom 
materials that aim to improve the teaching of mathematics and to help students enjoy and meet their 
potential in the subject. It is research-informed, curriculum-aligned resources and approaches that ignite and 
nurture an enduring understanding and appreciation of math in every student. JUMP math also provides on-
line professional development opportunities for teachers.  

The JUMP Math approach is based on the belief that all children in the regular school system, even those 
diagnosed as having serious learning disabilities or who are failing at math, can excel at math. Mathematics, 
rather than being the most difficult subject, is a subject in which children can most easily succeed – even at a 
young age – and can thereby develop the confidence and cognitive abilities they need to do well in other 
subjects. 

JUMP Math provides teachers with an effective balance of concrete and symbolic, guided and independent, 
and procedural and conceptual work. In a typical JUMP Math lesson, the teaching approach follows a ‘gradual 
release of responsibility model’. The teacher works with the whole class to lead students through a process of 
teacher-directed structured inquiry with emphasis on ensuring students make sense of key mathematical 
ideas before moving ahead to work collaboratively, and, ultimately, independently. Whole class lessons allow 
students to experience the thrill of discovery together, as a collective. JUMP Math implementations have 
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shown that children learn better when they feel admired and are confident, they will not be allowed to fail. 
Praise and encouragement are integral parts of JUMP Math's approach. The creation of a positive learning 
environment leads to more academically focused behaviour. Children do better when teachers communicate 
the belief that all students can learn, and, whenever possible, reinforce the belief with frequent and specific 
encouragement.  

Writing Power: Grades 4-7 
 

Across Yukon schools there is considerable emphasis on assessing 
students’ reading and writing capabilities. Your children annually 
participate in territory-wide mandated exercises such as the BOHEM in 
Kindergarten and the School-Wide Write and the DART (District 
Assessment of Reading Test) for Grades 2-9. Based upon the outcomes of 
the assessments, schools receive extra staffing if there are a significant 
portion of students requiring this support. Currently, RSS does not receive 
this extra staffing despite the fact we do have students requiring it. In 
order to better serve all students in their literacy development, Grades 4-
7 teachers are focusing on a writing program called Writing Power. 

 
Writing Power is a practical and thoughtful resource that shows teachers 

how to encourage students to consider the reader's thinking as they write. Using thinking strategies – 
Organizing Ideas, Writing, Conferencing and Editing, and Publishing and Sharing  - young writers learn how to 
engage and invite their readers' thinking through their writing. Writing Power guides teachers through a 
series of lessons focusing on each of the strategies and includes scripted, sequential lessons, recommended 
anchor books, reproducibles, and assessment rubrics. 

Heggerty Phonemic Awareness Program (K-3) 
 

 
 
Phonemic awareness is the ability to understand that spoken words are made up of individual sounds called 
phonemes. In all, there are about 40 letter sounds in the English language. In our lower grades, especially K 
and Grade 1, the Heggerty Phonemic Awareness is used to supplement existing literacy curriculum and is 
integrated into the Kindergarten and Grade 1 program. When lessons are taught consistently each day with 
explicit teacher modeling and scaffolded support, teachers see significant improvement in students’ reading, 
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spelling, and writing, as the students learn to hear the sounds in words. The ability to hear and manipulate 
the sounds in spoken words, and the understanding that spoken words and syllables are made up of 
sequences of speech sounds is the foundation for learning to read and writing. 
 

The Heggerty Curriculum includes 
increased complexity of words and 
tasks for multiple skills, focusing on 
rhyming, alliteration, sentence 
segmenting, syllable blending, and 
segmenting. Children have a great 
deal of fun with this program and 
teachers note the tremendous 
advancements in reading and writing 
by having this awareness. The 
Heggerty program is also used with 
older students at RSS to ensure they 
have phonemic awareness necessary 
for reading and writing. 

From the French Room and Ms Jaimie Hale 
 

The Grade 11/12 French class competed in a Christmas baking challenge! They were given a classic “Bûche de 
Noël” recipe en français, and had to complete it to the best of their abilities. Bravo les amis!  

 

 
                                                                      Devon Forester 

 
                                Jonathan Robinson                                                 Paige Forester 
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Beezy Duncan won 1st place in the RSS’S Gingerbread Competition. Her model of the Eiffel Tower was chosen 
as the winner by the Kindergarten students. Mähsi cho K kids and congratulations Beez! 
 
The Grade 7 French class went for a skate to celebrate the end of the Pets unit. This gang of animal lovers 
have been making steady progress all year long and are speaking with more and more confidence. Bravo les 
7ièmes, keep it up! 
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News from the Science Lab: Ms Wilson 
 
 
Science 10 completed their science course with the Physics unit, and what better way to end a unit then with 
a roller coaster!  Students worked in teams to build their roller coasters and most were tested with a marble.  
They calculated the potential energy stored at the start, and estimated the kinetic energy the marble would 
have at the bottom.  Groups also created an advertisement for their rollercoasters. 
 

  
 

  
 
 



Robert Service School  January 24, 2021 

  10 

 
 

 
Life Science 11 students completed a number of dissections this term, including earthworms, squid, crayfish, 
and starfish. 
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Positive Learning Environments 
 

At the mid-way of the school year, as we move into a new 
semester and new classes across high school, we continue to 
focus on creating and maintain positive learning environments for 
all students. By now students and parents are likely aware we 
take a data-informed approach to creating and maintaining 
positive learning environments; that is, we monitor student 
behaviour through a reporting system. At the top of the list 
impacting on student learning is a school’s collective vision to 
focus on learning and the conditions and actions that cause 
learning. We need to constantly asking, “what is working – or not 
working for each student?” and “what might I/ we need to adjust 
for individual students or a class?”. These questions are central to 
a responsive teaching response, which is at the core of our 
thinking and action at RSS. Last year there was significant 
attention attended to individual student need, with considerable 
success, and it continues.  
 
Important in creating optimum classroom conditions is a 
teacher’s (1) developing positive relationships with all students, 
(2) making clear the learning intentions of all lessons and the 
behavior expectations for students and (3) connecting students’ 
learning to their everyday lives.  Last year we enacted a rather 
simple school-wide system that had significant effect on student 
behaviour because it was framed on responding to student 
behavior rather than reacting to student behavior. Put simply, if 

we see a behavior of concern, we document it, discuss it with the student, often with parents, and decide on a 
supportive course of action. To do this, we (1) collect individual and class data on behavior and (2) both congratulate 
and then work to adjust student behavior as it impacts on student learning. The picture on the left above helps to 
understand this. Using green, yellow and red coding, the vast majority of occurrences and behaviors typically observed 
in school are typically green. There are many times a student needs to be cautioned, and typically students respond to 
this favourably and the adjustment is made immediately. If there are repeated yellow cautionary forms for a student, 
there will be a follow-up with a conversation with the student and likely contact with home. Often supports will be put 
in place for the student, such as meeting regularly with Jen or Paula, who provide additional guidance and support. It 
is possible the student will be cautionary monitored over a week, class by class, and this occurs with parents/ carers 
knowing this monitoring is occurring. Incidents usually draw attention to how a teacher or teachers need to change 
their practice to support the student through a better understanding of the student. This support – maybe in 
consultation with a School-Based Team: including the Learning Assistant Teacher (K-3 Sandra Salt, 4-7 Jennifer Fraser, 
8-12 Basia Hinton); the student’s teachers; our Counsellor, Paula Chisholm; our Education Support Worker, Jen Kehoe, 
Admin (K-3 Mr Lewthwaite, 4-7 Ms Flynn, and 8-12 Ms McCullough) and often parents. We look for patterns in these 
forms and ensure we respond accordingly. This communication and collaboration is essential in responding proactively. 
In these efforts we also have the help of support personnel such as Angela Jobin and Alexa Mitchell, from Yukon 
Government’s Mental Wellness team. Further, we regularly have personnel from Student Support Services (Yukon 
Education), in particular Psychologist Krista Strand, who can provide valuable support in responding to student need. 
Rarely in the school are critical incidents, which require immediate action. These are illegal, destructive, aggressive, 
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abusive or ‘refusal to comply’ incidents. Across the first half of the year, the majority of the incidents tend to be 
associated with interactions between students in Grades 1-5, and usually outside of the classroom, mainly the 
playground. Many incidents in Grades 8-12 are associated with non-compliance over mask-wearing, foul language, or, 
less-so, cell-phone use, and our approach is to call home and make parents awareness of repeated non-compliance, 
which has ultimately resulted in students being sent home and a re-entry meeting the next day. We have had in-school 
suspensions when a student’s behaviour has impacted on their peers or teacher. Out-of-school suspensions are a rare 
event, and only associated with extreme negative behaviour, which is rare. 

 
Green (Congratulatory) Incident Form: 
Positive, constructive behaviour contributes to a positive outcome for the student, learning and the social 
environment. Principles of Trë’hude evidenced as others benefit from the action (e.g. perseverance in learning, 
contribution to others’ learning, honest communication in addressing an issue, problem-solving in learning, having 
respect for others in welcoming and kind actions). These are typically celebrated at the classroom or school level. 
 
Yellow (Cautionary) Incident Form: 
Negative behavior that contradicts Trë’hude, often ongoing despite repeated warnings, causes risk to self and 
learning or others or property or interferes with the learning of others.  With some thought and adjustment, the 
behavior is likely to not occur again. Examples might include lateness to class, declining engagement and interest in 
learning or disrupting other students’ learning. Repeated incidents will involve parent/carer contact, providing of 
support and cautionary monitoring. 
 
Red (Critical) Incident Form: 
Destructive or abusive behaviour that causes harm to the well-being of self, others or their property. Includes illegal 
activity, the verbal or physical abuse of a peer, staff or community member or the abuse of property. Changing the 
behaviour likely requires retribution, possibly suspension, and support. Parent/ Carer contact and re-entry 
restorative action is required and behavior closely monitored. Typically, parents are immediately contacted if there is 
a red incident, and required to meet with administration and relevant staff There is zero tolerance for such 
behaviours. 

Modular Development 

There are many inquiries that come my way asking about the removal of the portables and what will be done 
to offset the loss of space. Currently we are short four classrooms, and it’s a challenge to accommodate the 
learning and staff space requirements we have at RSS. Over the past year there has been ongoing 
conversations around their replacement. Currently YG has just completed a preliminary brief for a modular 
complex that will house Grades 4-7. The brief is handed over to an architectural firm who will work with us to 
work within this brief for a complex that suits our requirements. Priority for us is creating an environment for 
our Intermediate (Grade 4-7 students) that suits their unique developmental needs. We want there to be a 
‘central’commons that allows for these students to interact in a variety of ways, primarily for common events 
such as cultural programming. We do not have a timeline for this development or know exactly where it will 
be situated, but it’s likely to be in the space of the portables, but a much larger footprint. We anticipate that 
there will be portable removal and new building activity in the future, but this facility will not be in place for 
use for the start and maybe the entire 2021-2022 school year.  



Robert Service School  January 24, 2021 

  13 

 
Substitute Teachers (Teachers on Call) 

We are still looking for personable, respectful, and dependable adults who genuinely 
care about young people. TOCs can choose to work with particular grade levels, such 
as elementary or secondary or even a specific grade level or subject area. Especially 
important is having a pool of specialist substitute teachers who have life and university 
experience with curriculum areas such as Mathematics, Chemistry, Humanities, 
English, Visual Arts, French, Manual Arts and General Science. We want people with 
subject expertise to be in our classrooms! 

The Yukon does not require TOCs to hold a Bachelor of Education. 

Please contact the school office if interested. We’ll provide you with a thorough 
orientation to the school, prior to commencing as a TOC. 

Pass the word. 

 

 

ROBERT SERVICE SCHOOL - MODULAR 

CORNERSTONE PLANNING GROUP 11 

- Both offices should be accessible from the Central Commons and should ideally have doors 
with views into the Commons. 

 
The spaces are shown in relationship to each other in the figure that follows, approximately to scale. 
In this illustration: 

- Mechanical space is assumed to be located in the attic and is not shown; the attic will ideally 
be accessible from the Commons or Janitor area, without disturbing classrooms for repair or 
maintenance work. 

- Solid lines denotate direct access; the intention is that all spaces are directly accessible from 
the Central Commons. 

- Dotted lines denotate wide access to create continuous space (e.g., garage doors). 
- Grey cones indicate sightlines.  

 

Figure 1: Space Adjacencies 
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Student Activities and Field Trips for December:                       

Type of Activity Date Description Grades 

Local FT various Walk around town  various 
Local FT various Skating at the Arena various 
Visitors in the School Dec 3 Phyllis Vitreekwa, Jody Beamont visited the class for story 

telling 
5 

Local FT Dec 3 The class walked along the 9th Avenue Trail collecting fire 
making materials 

7 

Local FT Dec 4 
Dec 9 

The class visited the Odd Galley to view the new display of 
drawings.   

6 
7 

Local FT various Classes spent time on the dike enjoying the outdoors various 
Deep Dive - welding Dec 7-11 Five students participated in a Deep Dive.  This is a 21-hour 

intensive course spread over five days to immerse the 
students in metal shop work.  They learn the fundamental 
skills (hack saw, filing, chisel, torches, welding, bending, 
etc.) that are required to succeed in a High School metal shop 
class.  The Deep Dive model allows sufficient time for 
students to ‘get the basics’.   
 
In addition, a ticketed welder instructs the course.  Our 
instructor, Martin Morand, has experience teaching at both 
the High School and College level. 

10-11 

Local FT Dec 9 The class visited TH Hall to look at traditional tools and how 
they were utilized 

5 

FT Dec 10-11 The class participated in an overnight winter camp at Land of 
Plenty.  Students learnt about winter survival, explored 
winter activities and practiced snaring rabbits 

5/6 

Visitor in the School Dec 14 Michael Betts spoke with students, during SS class, about 
joining the military. 

9 

Local FT Dec 17 The class viewed the mukluk display at Danoja’ Zho Cultural 
Centre while dropping off their lanterns for the ‘Little Spark’ 
event. 

6 

Christmas Parties Dec 18 Students celebrated the upcoming holidays in their bubbles. K-7 
Christmas Activities Dec 18 Students celebrated the upcoming holidays with two choices 

of:  hand games, cards, lanterns, movie, beading, or road 
hockey. 

8-12 

Christmas Holidays Dec 21/20-Jan 
1/21 

Christmas Holidays K-12 

Dental Team from Yukon Children’s Dental Program at RSS 
 
Aliya Bukhari, Dental Hygienist, and Jennifer Kay, Dental Therapist, are scheduled to be at RSS from Jan 25 - 
February 19, 2021. Please contact the Dental Team at 667-8360. 
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Final Message: We give out, on average, 20 masks a day at the office and 40 masks across the school. 
As a parent/ carer ensure your child has a mask daily.  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the 
Office………

.. 

 
Anytime your child is absent from the school, 

please notify the school at 993-5435 or by email to 
both School Administrative Assistants Olivia 

Croteau and Sonja Stephenson  
olivia.croteau@yesnet.yk.ca and 

sonja.stephenson@yesnet.yk.ca 
Office sign in/out 

Late arrivals must check in at the office. 
If your child leaves during the school day, please be sure to sign 

them out at the office. 
 


