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THE SOURDOUGH
Home of the KNIGHTS

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

RSS STAFF 2016-2017
ADMINISTRATION
Hilary Skilnyk - Principal
Helen McCullough - Vice Principal
Sonja Stephenson - Administrative Assistant
Paulette Michaud - Receptionist

ELEMENTARY STAFF
Laurel Betts - Kindergarten
Hayley Marks - Grade 1
Laurie Berglund - Grade 2
Brenda Rear - Grade 3
Clive Betts - Grade 4
Donna Lozancic - Grade 5
Helen Dewell - Grade 6
Kristen Poenn - Music K-4, French 6
Steve Laszlo - Phys Ed. K-4
Melissa Hawkins - Han Language
Mary Henry - Han Language
Allison Anderson - Han Language
Sandra Salt - LAT / Reading Recovery
Craig Hunter- LAT / Reading Recovery
Nancy Boehmer - Counsellor

SECONDARY STAFF
Andrew Laviolette - English 7 / Math 7
Tara McCauley - French 7-12, Foods 7-12
Claus Vogel - Math 8-12, Photo 11/12, ICT 7-9
Jennifer Fraser - English 8-12
Sara Stephens - Socials 7-12 / Planning 10
Peter Menzies - Tech Ed /C & J/ Small Engine
Steve Laszlo - PE 7-12
Betsy Sinclair - Science 8-12, Art 10-12
Kristen Poenn - French 7/Art 7-9/Music 11-12
Cecelia Griffiths - Learning Assistance Teacher
Nancy Boehmer - Counsellor
Jaimie Hale - ILC Teacher

LIBRARY
Jennifer Fraser- Teacher-Librarian
Rose Lamb - Library Clerk

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS
Janet Leary
Naomi Headdy
Nijen Holland
Mindy Potoroka
Andrew Laviolette (0.5) Susu Robin
Bridget Amos
Clementine Lamerton
Paul Griffiths
Justin Dragoman
Stefanie Cleland

CELC
Ashley Bower-Bramadat (Elementary)
Julia Milnes (High School)

CUSTODIAL STAFF
Driss Adrao
Blad de Guzman

Charlene Churches

The holidays and New Year are quickly approaching and staff and
students have been busy completing projects in preparation of
their much anticipated break. This year we have been working
together as we continue to build a stronger school community that
will support our students’ learning needs.
Students have been actively engaged in their learning since the
beginning of the school year. Our students and staff are committed
to learning and to striving for excellence. We have been focusing
on creating a more positive, welcoming, and more culturally
inclusive learning atmosphere. We recognize that this takes
practice, patience and time. Throughout the hallways and
classrooms of RSS, you will see evidence of our students’
learning. There are hundreds of samples of meaningful student
work that showcase creative and engaging projects, hard work,
and understanding. We encourage and support our students with
their engagement in their own learning at school. Our students are
becoming more self-aware in the learning process and are
improving at communicating their educational needs. Our staff
care deeply about their students and are constantly building
stronger working relationships at school. We have experienced a
lot of success this year and, as a school, we have a lot to
celebrate!
Our students and staff have been working together in preparation
of the RSS annual concert. If you are available to join us, we we
would love for you to come to the school and have the pleasure of
seeing our students’ many talents shine at the upcoming
Canadiana Christmas Concert. It is a wonderful evening where all
of us can get together as a school community to show our support
for our students.
I wish everyone a restful holiday and hope that you will have the
opportunity to visit with friends and family.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Hilary
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ROBERT SERVICE SCHOOL

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2017
7:00 pm @ RSS Gymnasium
Come early to get a good seat!
RSS Class of 2017 will be selling hot cider, baked goods
and popcorn

Library News
A big THANK YOU to all the volunteers who helped out with our Fall Scholastic Book Fair. It was a
very successful fair this year, and the school library raised over $900.00! We look forward to
purchasing new books for our library with this money – if you have any book suggestions, please
let Mrs. Fraser or Rose know!
The library has been very busy this fall. On October 24th and 25th, the current Berton House
Writer, Dr. Debra Komar, presented to Grades 4 – 12 about Forensic Science and Human Rights
Investigations. A big thank you to Dr. Komar for her interesting and engaging presentations!
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Hello Everyone!
The Grade 6 students hiked a portion of the Ridge Road Trail with the support of Ms Hawkins,
Han language instructor; Clementine Lamerton, EA ; and Dave Morin, RCMP member (complete
with support vehicle & wildlife management skills).
The Ridge Road was the Yukon’s first territorial road. “There were 25 bids for the construction
of the Ridge Road and two contracts were awarded after the bids were opened: Petterson &
Cleveland won five miles at $1,900 per mile and Fraser, Fawcett & Cameron won six miles at
$1,750…” Klondike Nugget, Aug. 30, 1899. The trail has many information boards and
roadhouse ruins.
The Ridge Road is rich in natural history as well. The Tr’ondek First Nation also celebrates the
legacy left behind by FN, which is the land itself in all its beauty. The FN people respectfully
used the land without scarring it. The students enjoyed berry picking, storytelling, silent
walking time, and the awesome views afforded by this scenic route.
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Grade Two All Day Field Trip to Beaver Ponds
and Rock Creek Campground
The Grade Two class went on an all day field trip to two beaver ponds and to the Rock Creek
Campground, on Wednesday, October 5th. The students spent the day learning about beavers and
observing the habitats they live in. Despite the cold weather everyone enjoyed the day and learned
lots.
In the morning the students visited two tailing ponds where they saw a beaver, three beaver lodges and
many other signs of beaver activity. The class had their lunch at the Rock Creek Campground and
enjoyed playing in the playground. After lunch, Parks Interpreter Lolita Hughes, led the students on a
long walk through the trails where she was able to tell the children a lot of interesting information about
beavers. The students really appreciated the walk and talk with Lolita! Thanks also goes out to Ashley
Bower, who helped to organize the trip.
This week the students are making 3-D dioramas to show some of what they learned about beavers.
Be sure to stop by the Grade Two classroom windows to check out the grade two beaver projects.

Proper Winter Dress
Winter has arrived…. All students are
expected to go outside for recesses and
scheduled field trips throughout the day.
Please make sure your child is dressed
appropriately for getting on the bus and
for staying warm when outside. Mitts,
toques, scarves, snow pants, and winter
boots will help students enjoy their
outside experience.
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Destination Imagination Workshop
On Monday, October 24th, RSS students from K – Grade 12 participated in Destination
Imagination workshops throughout the day. Joanne Kosher, a Destination Imagination
representative travelled to Dawson and facilitated the workshops. Everyone involved, both
staff and students learned a lot and had a wonderful time working through challenges
presented by Ms. Kosher.
Destination Imagination is an international program designed to develop creativity, problem
solving and group cooperation. Small groups of up to seven children, take part in “challenges”
which they must find a solution to. These challenges are known as instant challenges and are
completed within 5 – 15 min. using materials that are given to them.
Group challenges that are more complex are also part of the program but take up to a year to
prepare. There is an annual competition, in Whitehorse, for students who choose to take part
in these longer projects and two groups are then chosen to go on to the global competition.
Students took part in instant challenges that had been prepared by our guest presenter,
Joanne Kosher, a Destination Imagination representative from Whitehorse. Students were
placed into multi-age groups and worked to solve their challenge. The primary classes built a
mouse and a device to catch the mouse while the intermediate classes built a tall structure
that had to hold a ball and move. In the afternoon the high school students worked on two
challenges, which they solved by building a structure and acting. It was a great day and
everyone had a lot of fun!
The primary classes will continue on to do instant challenges routinely in their classrooms in
these same multi-age groupings. Their teachers are very excited about the program and to
guiding the students into developing creative and critical thinking skills.
Ms. Berglund and Ms. Lozancic will be starting D.I. Club (Destination Imagination Club) in the
very near future. There will be a noon hour club to work on instant challenges. It is hoped
that this will lead into an after-school club that is interested in working on solving the longer
more complex challenge.
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Our 2013-14 surveys show that after participating in
Challenge Day:
•
•
•
•

•

D
A
Y

97% of adult volunteers would recommend the
Challenge Day program to friends or family
94% of students would recommend the Challenge
Day program to friends or family
90% of students feel the skills taught will be
helpful to them in their personal life
90% of students report being more …
o aware of the effects of bullying
o accepting and supporting of other students
o understanding of other people's experiences
o aware that their actions affect others
80% of students report being more …
o connected to other students and adults
o accepting of themselves
o hopeful about their future
o likely to help others
o hopeful that a school where people treat
each other with respect and acceptance is
possible
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Grade 7 Class Geocache
The grade 7 class has recently registered an official
geocache along the 9th Ave. Trail.
Geocaching is an outdoor recreational activity, in which
participants use a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver
or mobile device and other navigational techniques to hide
and seek containers, called "geocaches" or "caches", at
specific locations marked by coordinates all over the world.
The grade 7 class has been geocaching since September, as
part of an integrated Outdoor Experiential Education Math
unit.
For those of you who wish to try to find our class geocache,
plug the following waypoint into your GPS unit and start
searching:

N 64° 03.356 W 139° 25.745
HAPPY HUNTING !!
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ROBERT SERVICE SCHOOL KNIGHTS

11/12 BOYS

11/12 GIRLS

9/10 BOYS

9/10 GIRLS

7/8 BOYS

7/8 GIRLS
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DECEMBER
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

2016

THURSDAY
1

FRIDAY
2

SATURDAY
3

HISTORY FAIR @
Ancillary Room
3:45-4:45 pm

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
Trondek Hwechin
Community
Christmas Dinner

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

23

24

CHRISTMAS
CONCERT

18

19

20

21

22

CHRISTMAS BREAK - DECEMBER 17, 2016 TO JANUARY 2, 2017
25

26

27

28

JANUARY
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

29

30

31

2017

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

3
WELCOME
BACK !!

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

HS Semester 1
Exams

HS Semester 1
Exams

HS Semester 1
Exams

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

Gr 6 Heritage Dinner

15

16
PD Day
No School

17
Start of
Semester 2
Grades 7-12

22

23

24

29

30

31
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