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RSS STAFF 2016-2017 
ADMINISTRATION 
Hilary Skilnyk - Principal 
Helen McCullough - Vice Principal 
Sonja Stephenson - Administrative Assistant 
Paulette Michaud - Receptionist 

ELEMENTARY STAFF 
Laurel Betts - Kindergarten 
Hayley Marks - Grade 1 
Laurie Berglund - Grade 2 
Brenda Rear - Grade 3 
Clive Betts - Grade 4 
Donna Lozancic - Grade 5 
Helen Dewell - Grade 6 
Kristen Poenn - Music K-4, French 6 
Steve Laszlo - Phys Ed.  K-4  
Melissa Hawkins - Han Language 
Mary Henry - Han Language 
Allison Anderson - Han Language 
Sandra Salt - LAT / Reading Recovery 
Craig Hunter- LAT / Reading Recovery 
Dan Leonard - Counsellor (interim) 

SECONDARY STAFF 
Andrew Laviolette - English 7 / Math 7 
Tara McCauley - French 7-12, Foods 7-12 
Claus Vogel - Math 8-12, Photo 11/12, ICT 7-9 
Jennifer Fraser - English 8-12 
Sara Stephens - Socials 7-12 / Planning 10 
Peter Menzies -   Tech Ed /C & J/ Small Engine 
Steve Laszlo - PE  7-12 
Betsy Sinclair - Science 8-12, Art 10-12 
Kristen Poenn - French 7/Art 7-9/Music 11-12 
Cecelia Griffiths - Learning Assistance Teacher 
Dan Leonard - Counsellor (interim) 
Jaimie Hale  - ILC Teacher (interim) 

LIBRARY 
Jennifer Fraser- Teacher-Librarian 
Rose Lamb - Library Clerk 

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS 
Janet Leary    Naomi Headdy 
Nijen Holland   Mindy Potoroka 
Andrew Laviolette (0.5) Susu Robin  
Bridget Amos   Clementine Lamerton 
Paul Griffiths   Justin Dragoman (0.5)  
      

CELC 
Ashley Bower-Bramadat (Elementary) 
Julia Milnes (High School) 

CUSTODIAL STAFF 
Driss Adrao                  Charlene Churches 
Blad de Guzman     

THE  SOURDOUGH
Home of the KNIGHTS 

The first month of school at Robert Service is an exciting time and 
it is wonderful watching staff, students and parents welcome each 
other. This year we will work together as we continue to build a 
stronger school community that will support our students’ learning 
needs.  

This year we will be working on creating a more positive learning 
environment to maximize success for all of our students. The staff 
has started implementing Positive Behaviour Intervention and 
Support (PBIS) to bring clear and consistent school-wide 
expectations for our students and staff. PBIS is a proactive 
approach to modelling behaviour that promotes positive behaviour 
and focuses on prevention and not punishment. Through teaching 
and practice, students learn appropriate behaviour and how to 
become better citizens. Our staff will meet with our PBIS Team 
each month to learn more about PBIS, collaborate, and share 
strategies and ideas on how to help support our students and staff 
as this process unfolds. 

Community building activities that we will be involved in include the 
implementation of school wide expectations for all students and 
teachers. High school students, staff and community members will 
participate in Challenge Day which is a day-long interactive 
workshop designed to explore ways people disconnect from each 
other and how to rebuild connection and community. 

Welcome back! 

Hilary 

PRINCIPAL’S  MESSAGE
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A big THANK YOU to the Klondike Visitor’s Association and the singers, dancers, 
and musicians at Diamond Tooth Gerties for giving our K-5 students a wonderful 

opportunity to see a great performance!!

TERRY FOX RUN 2016 
ROBERT SERVICE SCHOOL 

STUDENTS RAISED A 
WHOPPING… 

... so much,  we're still 
counting!!!

=================================================================================
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Chilkoot Trail 2016 
On August 29th, the Grade 10 class began an unforgettable 7 day adventure.  Our challenge was to conquer the 
Chilkoot Trail.  16 students and 4 teachers started off this trip with a large amount of trepidation.  I don’t think 
any of us really knew how this would go.  We spent our first night sleeping in the Skagway school, and preparing 
ourselves mentally for what was to come.  

For the next five days we tackled the 53-kilometer trail.  There were so many highs and lows on the trip.   As 
teacher chaperones we feel so very privileged to have been part of this experience, with students who really stood 
out as extraordinary leaders.  We were impressed with the determination, grit and resilience in the face of 
countless challenges that all students displayed while hiking the Chilkoot Trail.   We were equally impressed with 
the amount of teamwork, group cohesion and thoughtful reflections this group shared during their time on the 
trail.  This trip will prove to be a great tone setter for the grade 10 group this year. This will challenge this group 
to carry their great accomplishments forward and to share their leadership with the RSS community this year. 

Congratulations!!! 

Ms. Stephens, Mr. Laszlo, Ms. Hawkins, and Miss Hale 

Grade 10 Chilkoot Hike 

Food was essential to our adventure over the Chilkoot trail. Every group brought enough food for six days. 
Although some groups brought more food than others and ate like kings, the others rationed out their food to 
get barely a meal in.  Some of the food, like the chilly macaroni with beef, was great and others were 
disgusting. One of the groups brought a blueberry cobbler dessert and the taste of it was described as vomit. 
One of the main snacks of the trail was G.O.R.P also known as trail mix, everyone brought some and and ate it 
every day. Cliff bars were another snack that almost every hiker had with them. By the end of the trip I think 
everyone was ready to get a good non freeze dried meal into them. 
 Brayden, Mick, Caden
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Chilkoot - Weather 

When we did the Chilkoot we were very lucky because 
the weather was so nice. It wasn’t too hot and on the 
cooler side so we weren’t over heating while walking. 
But, when we had breaks it definitely cooled down 
quickly, especially on the summit and Canadian side. 
On day 1 and 2 we were mostly in a rain forest and 
those were our hottest days. I remember because I 
wore a t-shirt the whole time. Also, the sun was 
coming through the trees which was nice. On day 3 it 
was pretty cold and windy walking to the scales, but 
once we started going up the summit the wind was 
gone so it felt a lot warmer. On top it was cold but the 
clouds were high so we could see the view. It was 
really nice looking down at all the mountains and also 
the glacier, which had a blue tint. After the summit 
the hike to happy camp wasn’t too windy but I wasn’t 
going to wear my t-shirt. Happy camp was the coldest 
camp we stayed at and the one with the highest 
elevation.  I didn’t have the best sleep there because 
it was so cold!  Day 4 we just walked and walked and 
the weather was really good. It was cooler than day 1 
or 2, I wore 3 layers instead of 1, but people still 
swam once we got to Bare Loon Lake! The last day was 
really quick we only walked 5km and the last part was 
through sand. We got to the train with lots of time so 
people went swimming again. I’m really glad we didn’t 
get a lot of rain only on our last night it rained a bit 
through the night. But, we had good weather all 
round! 

CHILKOOT - Team Bonding 
 On the hike we all bonded a lot. We helped each other 
out in so many different ways. We shared things that we had and 
walked with different people the entire time. 
 On the first day I shared my three bags of Swedish Fish 
and we all shared out Pristine (Water Purification). When we got 
to our first camp we dropped off our bags and I went back and 
carried my friends bag, because he was tired and far behind the 
group. 
 On the second we walked with different people and we 
all talked with different people. I talked with JP about Game of 
Thrones and we always took breaks to let the other part of the 
group catch up. Jack would carry Jesse’s bag up some hills in 
exchange for water. So trading was a thing in the group. 
 On the third day (the worst day) we hiked up the 
summit (that’s not why). We all told jokes and stayed in our own 
groups that we paced differently heading towards the summit. We 
cheered each other on as we went up the summit. There were two 
false summits and one real summit. At the top of the first false 
summit, when Jaden got to the top Caden went back and got him 
bag to bring it to the rest of the group who was about halfway up 
the second false summit. We finally got to the top of the real 
summit and took a stop at the shelter there. Between the summit 
and Happy Camp (our camp for that night) I talked with JP some 
more about Game of Thrones. Then we set up camp and cooked 
and ate dinner by the river. 
 On the fourth day we hiked to Bare Loon Lake. We set 
up camp but found that we had lost our stove and fuel. Luckily 
Jesse, JP and Jack let us use theirs. After dinner, some of us went 
for a little walk to find a plaque on the rock that was a tribute to 
Mac McNeil the Original Bare Loon. Then we went down and did 
our last Rose and Thorn. Rose and Thorn is something we did at 
the end of every day and said something we liked about the day 
and something that was a challenge. After Rose and Thorn we did 
a spider’s web thing throwing a bag of rope to people and saying 
something that was positive about them on the hike. We turned the 
rope into bracelets that proved we did the trail and bonded on it. 
Afterwards we went to a big wall that was just rock. The trail 
went over it and there were tents up. Caden ran up then wall and it 
began. Everybody started running up but Caden was the only one 
that did it without any help. We all worked together to get 
everyone up the wall. We had people grabbing the runner’s hand, 
people holding the hand grabbers around the waist or holding onto 
their feet to ensure that everyone got up the hill and nobody fell 
down. Mr. Laszlo recorded it all and even him and Jamie (Hale) 
did it. Almost everyone ran up and those who didn’t helped keep 
the people at the top from falling down. 
 On the fifth and the last day we hiked 5km and stayed at 
the last location a few hours before getting on the train. We all 
hung out and hugged each other at the end. We gave high-fives to 
everyone getting off the trail and recorded most people. There 
played two different card games and some of us walked along the 
train tracks before the train showed up. On the train we hung out, 
talked and laughed. We got to sit up in chairs that were raised and 
could view the top of the train. In Skagway we still stuck together. 
We went from Skagway back to Whitehorse and spent the night 
there.  

 We had a lot of fun and we all worked together through 
the entire trip. There was a lot of bonding and teamwork. We had 
good and bad moments but it all ended well. 
  
 Kale, Jaden
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To Carry A Pack – All Day
 One of the most well-known things about hiking the Chilkoot is 
that you have to pack everything you need with you – besides water. This 
makes for a lot of very heavy packs that everyone has to carry. At an 
estimated forty-five to fifty pounds, this is no easy task, especially when 
you carry this pack up steep hills and across rugged terrain. Here is what 
we heard about the hardships of carrying a pack all day, upon interviewing 
our class:  

Jaden: “It was heavy, it was, got lighter during the trip. It was boring.” 
Mick: “It wasn’t that hard, it was just like carrying a fifty-pound hay bale 
on your back.”  
Kale: “I wanted to die every day. If you heard me complaining you would 
know that I am not lying. It did get better and lighter throughout the 
week. And every day I wanted to die less and less.”  
Isaac: “At the beginning it felt really sore…. in the hips” 
Billy: “It’s the exact same (as Isaac) for me.” 
Jeremy: “Tiring at first, last three days was easier. There we go I’m 
done.” 
JP: “It was bad.” 
Jack: “It was awesome, even though I found the two straps that made the 
thing tighter, that was really nice.” 
Jesse: after trying to ask Jack first… “Hey, hey you can’t steal our writer 
until we are done!” then cooperating… “Until the shoulders got bruised it 
wasn’t bad. My pack broke by the third day.” 
Jamie: (not direct) It was pretty uncomfortable the first day, but then you 
just start carrying it a lot, and you get used to it. Also as you continue to 
hike, the backpack gets lighter, and you always feel extremely light when 
you take it off.   
Ms. Stephens: “It had its ups and downs and challenges, but all around 
good. It was awesome.” 
Mr. Laszlo: “My backpacking experience?  Well, it was difficult when we 
started but as the days went on my body got used to it, the pressure in my 
shoulders and hips. I really enjoyed not being in a class environment, like, 
not feeling pressured to teach, just to hang with you guys out of school.” 
Brayden: “I found it really hard, and tiring, but it was… eventually you get 
used to it.” 
Aliyah: “I think I demonstrated the ability to camp and travel on durable 
surfaces… Oh! Uh, I think the two most annoying things about carrying a 
pack are that it makes your hips sore the first few days and it’s hard to get 
your snacks and water.”    Teresa: “Only if you suck.”     Aliyah: “Other 
than that it just becomes a part of you.”  
Teresa: “I felt nothing. I was neutral. There was no putting me in drive. I 
wasn’t in park either. I was just neutral. slams fist on table. Until we got 
to the Canadian side. Then I was in first gear. But I was still stalling.” 
Aliyah: “Ok, Kacie, how did you-“ Teresa: “Wait I’m not done. Because I 
didn’t suck, I was able to get my snacks easily.” 
Kacie: “Easy. Hips were a tiny bit sore. Kinda not really. It was fun/easy.” 
Jaimie: “Less is more.” 
Mrs. Hawkins: “It hurt. It puts into perspective what we really need in 
life, when you have to carry it on your back.” 

So, from what we have heard and experienced, despite the soreness you 
may feel, when the first day is over, it’s all uphill from there. Literally! 
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The White Pass 

After completing the Chilkoot Trail the Grade 10 RSS class spent three hours wandering and exploring Lake Bennet 
before the train arrived. Soon after the students boarded the train and departed to Skagway. On the train ride the 
students were served “gourmet” sandwiches with a side of pasta salad and cheese with grapes. The quality of this 
meal depends on the opinion of many. The students also had the privilege of sitting in a seat above the train and a 
working toilet in the train car. The scenic view of this train ride was amazing and wonderful demonstrating the 
importance of the Klondike wilderness and environment and what we must do to preserve this marvelous creation. 
This tour was an important segment of the Chilkoot and our history of the astounding gold rush as it ran along 
several historic sites such as The Steel Bridge, Dead Horse Gulch, Glacier Station, Brackett Road and Heney 
Station. 
The White Pass is a beautiful tour not just for starved hikers but for anyone from children to history hunters and 
the students said they would highly recommend it.  
  JP, Jesse, Jack

The Summit 

The summit was one of the harder points 
on the trail. We were all very happy when we 
got to the top. The summit was very steep so 
you were climbing most of the time. Walking to 
the summit was almost as hard as the summit 
itself. There were one or two kids in the class 
that had a fear of heights, but everyone had no 
problem over coming those fears that day! We 
all went at our own pace so we were pretty 
spread out through the first half of the second 
summit, then we waited for everyone to catch 
up. Some kids thought it was a bit easier than 
the trail because you could use your hands and 
arms as well as your legs. There was a little bit 
of ice at the top which was pretty cool for the 
class to see at the end of the summer! After the 
ice, we got to the top! Where there was a 
plaque in a little rock tower. The plaque was a 
tribute to the people who 
had died climbing to the 
summit. 70 people out of 
100 were killed in an 
avalanche in 1898. At the 
top we all sat in a little 
cabin, ate our lunch and 
talked about how far we’ve 
made it. After our lunch we 
then started to go down 
the trail, making our way 
towards happy camp. 

Billy, Isaak, Jeremy
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CASTLE CAFE — FOOD FIT FOR A KNIGHT 

Castle Café is gearing up for its 4th year! We are pleased to announce that Castle Café, for the first 
time in its history, will offer a lunch service throughout 2016-2017 school year. 

In Semester 1, Castle Café will be operated by the Foods 9 class, with a simplified menu. We will be 
offering one lunch special each day that we are open. The lunch special costs $6.00 and includes:

• Main Course 
• Milk or  Juice Box
• Sweet or Fruit option

Sweets might include a small cookie, tart, cake, square, etc. The fruit option could include fruit skewer, 
fruit cup, smoothie, fruit & yogurt parfait, a piece of fruit or berries.

To accommodate the simplified menu, we are currently updating our website. As a result, for the month 
of September, ordering will be done on a paper order form & NOT through the website. Order forms 
have been emailed home or are available at the school office. Please submit order forms and payment 
to the school office AT LEAST ONE DAY IN ADVANCE.

We are normally open Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays with exceptions for special events or programs.

Castle Café dates for September 2016:
Thursday, September 15- OPEN 
Friday, September 16- OPEN 
Tuesday, September 20- CLOSED (due to fieldtrip) 
Thursday, September 22- OPEN 
Friday, September 23- CLOSED (due to Early Bird Volleyball tournament) 
Tuesday, September 27- OPEN 
Thursday, September 29- CLOSED (No school due to YTA conference) 
Friday, September 30- CLOSED (No school due to YTA conference)

For more information about our program and to set up your account (new users only), visit our website 
at http://castlecafe.azurewebsites.net

An email will be sent out once the website is ready for October ordering.

http://castlecafe.azurewebsites.net
http://castlecafe.azurewebsites.net
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On Thursday, September 8, the 
Foods 9 class took a field trip 
to Tombstone to learn about 
edible and medicinal plants. 
Activities including a nature 
walk to learn about the various 
plants in the area and their 
uses, a picnic lunch and berry 
picking. Thanks to elders 
Victor Henry and Angie 
Joseph-Rear for joining us and 
sharing your knowledge. 
Thanks to Cathie Findlay-
Brook and her staff for 
accommodating us on a busy 
day. Thanks to Julia Milnes, 
Judy Dempsey & Lucy Walsh 
for joining us! 

Photo credits: Julia Milnes
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DAWSON CITY LIONS 

Over the Sept 2 long weekend 11 Dawson City Lions went to Pit Meadows in Vancouver to play 
in their first ever out of territory soccer tournament, the West Coast Cup.  
The team did extremely well going undefeated with  a total of 4 matches including 2 practices 
for a team which had never played together before. 11 players from Dawson were selected  

River McGlaughlin,  
Paige Forester 
Macy Dewald-Rose 
Francesca Nunan 
Tigoni Nunan 
Beezy Duncan 
Jesse Amos 
Tess Crocker 
Sydka Perucho 
Stevie Whiticar  
Teagan Ewing  

The team picked up 2 players from Whitehorse and one from Victoria BC to round out the 
squad.  

The girls played their hearts out as they took their game to the next level by learning to be 
responsible for their soccer gear and themselves, being organized and learning to listen to the 
coach. The defence was a wall and the rest of the team were Ronaldo's!  

Every player gave their best and a comment from BC Soccer President was that 'every girl on 
the pitch tried.' This was a thrill for the coach as one of his main philosophies is 'you just gotta 
try and don't worry about what happens after that'.  

The trip could not have been complete without the help of Paulette Michaud, and Lynette 
Peterson and all the parents who shuttled their kids to fund raising events put on by the team.  
We went undefeated in the house league and had 9 different goals scorers  
first game against U13s 1-1 vs Maple Ridge Celtics  
second match against u12s Maple Ridge FC Peacocks 7-0 
third match u12s Maple Ridge Peacocks 8-0 
fourth match u13 Maple Ridge Strikers Large  8-0 

Coach Caribou on behalf of the DC Lions 

"Hear us roar!"
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A VISIT TO TR’ONDEK HWECH’IN FARM SCHOOL 

On August 18th, the Foods 9 class spent the morning at the TH Farm School. Here are some of their 
thoughts: 

I learned that in the Gold Rush times 98% of the food consumed came from the Klondike, and now 2% 
of the food consumed came from the Klondike.  I saw a bunch of people working together doing what 
they enjoyed. I took away from this experience that you should do something that you enjoy. 

-Kate Crocker 
I learned that there is 18 inches of good soil at the farm to plant in. I saw that it takes a lot of people to 
run a farm like that one. I think that the vegetables from this farm taste better that the ones that they 
sell in the store because they’re fresher. 

-Emily Gaw 
I learned that Dawson has the richest soil in the circumpolar world.  I saw some very interesting 
mushrooms along the trail. I took away the very interesting fact that you can make your own mini green 
house in just a few simple steps. 

-Logan Graf 
At the farm I learned about what farming in Dawson City was like back in the day. For example, there 
were no trees by the farm and all the way up the valley. I found out that the Yukon only supplies its 2% 
of its own food and we have enough food to last about one week without food trucks.  

-Austin Franks 
I think that eating local food is better because it is fresher. It doesn’t travel as far so it gets to you more 
quickly and keeps more nutrients. After 2 days of harvesting vegetables, it loses 50% of its nutrients. 
Also, you know where your food comes from, what they use at the farm, and you can even visit the 
farm.  

-Nerita Gonzalez-Torres 

Thanks to Randy and Zarah at the farm for the great tour and the yummy veggies! 

Photo credits: Julia Milnes
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High School CELC Update Sept 2016 

Drin hǫzǫ! 

I am very happy to back in the role of high school CELC! My maternity leave was a lot of fun, but of course I 

missed all the folks at RSS ☺   

I was very happy to get to participate in the annual TH First Fish Camp, which took place in July at Moosehide. 
This year’s participants were: Jadaka, Johnny, William, Cole, Zen, Kale, Janelle, Allan, Phoenix, Tenesha, 
Emma and Amelia. It was an amazing group of youth this year – incredibly respectful, focussed, eager to learn, 
and of course to have fun. All of the staff and Elders were very happy to work with the youth to teach them all 
of the skills required to responsibly harvest fish. TH is observing a voluntary halt on fishing chinook salmon, 
due to the decline in chinook population, so the camp has changed over the last couple years to focus on the 
chum salmon run instead. In the fall, the TH Fish and Wildlife department harvests enough chum salmon for 
the youth to process (cut and dry) at the next summer’s Fish Camp. It’s a creative way to continue to teach 
fishing and good stewardship during a difficult time. The youth had a great week learning new skills, playing 
tons of games (including the famous slip’n’slide!) and spending time at the very special Moosehide site. Mähsi 
cho to all those who made this year’s First Fish Camp such a huge success! 

RSS classes have had the opportunity this fall to pay visits to the TH Farm School. It is the first year for Farm 
School, and it has been an incredibly successful program. Classes have been hosted and toured around, and 
have had the chance to harvest and snack on some of the delicious veggies that have been carefully and 
expertly grown over the season. We are so excited to be able to share in this exciting new venture, and are so 
grateful to Randy and his students for welcoming the RSS community. Mähsi cho! 

It has been a fun week in Mr. Laviolette’s grade 7 class where they are focussing on storytelling and oral 
tradition. On Monday, Angie Joseph Rear joined the class to share with them the story of Salmon Boy. The 
students had the chance to discuss what the story meant to them, and the lessons learned at the end. Stay 
tuned for their work of art to showcase the important messages they took away from Salmon Boy. The very 
next day the class was at DZCC for some storytelling with Glenda, Fran and Georgette, and Angie in the form 
of her narration of the film about Raven. The students were able to learn more about moose hunting and living 
out on the land, after hearing about Georgette’s experiences as a hunter. Mähsi cho to those who take the 
time to share their stories – it is such an important learning opportunity.  

Grades 10-12 students had the chance to take part in an “Exploring Consent” workshop with Erin “Crickett”, a 
public educator for the Sexual Assault Centre of Hamilton Ontario. Crickett was able to share some important 
information with students around consent to help them stay safe, and hosted a pizza lunch afterwards so 
students could reflect on the presentation and share their thoughts. Thanks to Jen Gibbs at TH Health and 
Social for your work in bringing Crickett to town!  

Looking forward to another wonderful school year at RSS! 

Mähsi, 

Julia Milnes, High School CELC  
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Grade 7 visits TH Farm School 

On Tuesday September 6th, the grade 7 class 
had the opportunity to visit the TH Farm School 
for a tour and some experiential learning. 
Students were shown around the property and 
were impressed that you could get Wi-Fi all the 
way “out there”. After the tour, the students 
helped harvest a wheelbarrow’s worth of 
potatoes and also some corn. As a token of 
appreciation, the Farm School leaders sent the 
grade 7 class home with a very large 
cauliflower which was enjoyed, in soup form, by 
the grade 7s later in the week. Big thanks to 
Julia, our CELC for organizing the trip and to the 
TH Farm School for hosting us and allowing our 
grade 7s to really get their hands dirty! 
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Bienvenue à Dawson 

A delegation of people from Lancieux, France visited Robert Service School on Monday, 
September 12th. Among the group was Charlotte Service-Longépé, the great granddaughter of 
Robert Service. Charlotte has written the only French language biography of Robert Service. 
Lancieux, a sister city of Whitehorse, is a village in Brittany, France where Robert Service settled 
after leaving Canada.  The group is visiting Dawson for 4 days. The group was given a tour of the 
school by Olivia Holmes and Nicole Favron, before visiting the French 10-12 class where 
Charlotte shared the story of Robert Service. Afterwards, gifts were exchanged and then Mayor 
Potoroka whisked them away to continue their visit of Dawson. Erin Hilliard and Tara McCauley 
had the opportunity to visit Lancieux in 2012 while on a Yukon trip to Normandy for the 70th 
anniversary of D-Day. In Lancieux, they saw the former home of Robert Service, visited his grave 
and visited the local school, which happens to be called Robert Service School! 

Charlotte Service speaking to the French 10-12 class 
about the life of Robert Service. 

RSS students presenting Charlotte Service with a poster of 
Robert Service School

Marie Conan speaking to the class Charlotte Service & Marie Conan exchanging 
gifts with Tara McCauley
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In May 2016, Robert Service School hosted an exchange group from Oyonnax, France. 
Following their stay, they sent this message.  

Regarding the exchange between ROBERT SERVICE SCHOOL in Dawson and lycée ARBEZ CARME from 
Oyonnax, France.

The students and I spent an excellent week in Dawson. We were very touched by the warm welcome of our 
hosts.

In particular, we would like to thank the parents who took students into their homes, the school staff and 
administration and all the people and organizations, who opened their doors and shared the history and 
culture of Dawson.

Finally, a big thank you to Mme McCAULEY, who organized an excellent itinerary and put in a lot of time 
and energy to make this week possible.

We sincerely hope that the students of Robert SERVICE School will be able to come to France this fall so 
that can show the same welcome.

My students and I have experienced, thanks to you, unforgettable moments and we hope it will be the 
same for Mme McCauley’s class in a few months.

From Laurent BIMONT, french teacher

*Unfortunately, due to the ongoing travel advisory in France, RSS students will not be 
traveling to France this fall. 

Exchange group visiting FAVRON MINE
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Sourdough Elementary CELC September 2016 

Drin hǫzǫ,  

Kheyts'ą̈'̀ hònląy! It is fall time! Elementary classes have been enjoying the beautiful fall 
weather; leaves changing, animals getting ready for winter, and afternoons of sunshine!  

Since the start of school on August 16th, classes have been busy with cultural activities 
and getting outdoors! In collaboration with the TH Lands Department, Adam Thom, the Grade 6 
class biked to Tr’ochëk for a GPS and mapping activity. The class used GPS’s and maps to find 
and locate historical, geographical and present structures around the Tr’ochëk area.  

The Dänojà Zho Cultural Center invited classes to visit the center for the northern lights 
puppet show. The grade 2’s and 4’s visited the Cultural Center for the show and had a great 
time! They especially loved the grandma in the story, telling her grandkids about the northern 
lights. Kindergarten and grade 1 will be visiting the Cultural Center soon to watch the puppet 
show.  

The grade 6 class visited the TH Farm School for a tour and harvesting. The class learnt 
about the history and geography of the area, how the Farm School was developed, planting, 
homesteading and future developments. We hope to continue class visits out to the Farm School 
next year and help prep for the next season!  

In partnership with the TH Fish and Wildlife department, the grade 6 class hiked to 
Moosehide and spent the day learning and talking about salmon. The students were able to 
watch the fish being caught in the net and the fish processing. The students learnt about the 
anatomy of the salmon and the salmon life cycle. It was a beautiful day for a hike to 
Moosehide!  

The Grade 3 class visited Land of Plenty (R-22) for a day of cultural activities on the 
land. The class participated in storytelling by Angie Joseph-Rear, making medicine bags with 
Allison Anderson, a nature walk and fort building. The class had a great time enjoying the 
outdoors and activities! It was a great way to end the week!  

We are looking forward to the rest of the school year! 
Mähsi,  

Ashley Bower-Bramadat 
Elementary CELC 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Employment opportunity                                           

Food Program Delivery Position

Person would work closely with Foods teacher, other school staff, Food for Learning coordinator, 
CELCs & students to help facilitate the delivery of our various Food Programs in the school.

Breakfast program responsibilities: (Approx 7 hours per week)
• grocery shop
• prepare simple breakfast items, beverages
• set-up and take down breakfast area
• keep records or receipts, hours, etc.

Castle Café program: (Approx 3-9 hours per week)
• pick up grocery orders from the store
• put groceries away
• assist students & teacher in preparation, cooking, serving and clean-up for Castle Café

The position would be approximately 10-16 hours per  week in  the mornings (Monday to Friday) 
but will vary from day to day and week to week.

• Must be able to organize time and work independently.
• Must have Food Safe or willingness to get it.

$20-25 per hour depending on experience.

For more information, please contact: 

Tara McCauley or Hilary Skilnyk         Phone: 993-5435

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE   

Every Day Counts 
Parents are asked to call and leave a message if your child will be absent for any reason. Safety is a primary concern for us, so 
communication is vital to knowing everyone is safe at all times.  

School absenteeism and truancy can impact significantly on students' learning and wellbeing.  Research shows that higher 
student attendance is associated, on average, with higher student achievement. Additionally, attending school every day helps 
children to build social and emotional skills such as communication, teamwork and resilience. 

We NEED you to let us know if your child is away! 

Give us a call @ 993 - 5435
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3 4 5 
early close @ 2:20 pm 

POPCORN DAY

6 
RSS  

BOOK FAIR

7 
RSS  

BOOK FAIR

8

9 10 
THANKSGIVING 

NO SCHOOL

11 
HIGH SCHOOL 

CHALLENGE DAY

12 
early close @ 2:20 pm 

POPCORN DAY

13 14 15

16 17 18 19 

early close @ 2:20 pm

20 
STUDENT-LED 

CONFERENCES

21 22

23 

30

24 

31

25 26 

early close @ 2:20 pm

27 

DIVT

28 

DIVT

29 

DIVT

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

4 5 
LABOUR DAY 
NO SCHOOL

6 7  
early close @ 2:20 pm 

POPCORN DAY 

8 
TERRY FOX RUN 

@ 10:45

9 10

11 12 13 14  
early close @ 2:20 pm 

POPCORN DAY 

15 16 
GR 7/8  & 11/12 
VOLLEYBALL 
TOURNAMENT - 
WHITEHORSE

17 
GR 7/8  & 11/12 
VOLLEYBALL 
TOURNAMENT - 
WHITEHORSE

18 19 

HIGHSCHOOL  REM

20 

HIGHSCHOOL  REM

21  
early close @ 2:20 pm 

HIGHSCHOOL  REM

22 

HIGHSCHOOL  REM

23 
GR 9/10 VOLLEYBALL 
TOURNAMENT - 
WHITEHORSE 

HIGHSCHOOL  REM

24 
GR 9/10 VOLLEYBALL 
TOURNAMENT - 
WHITEHORSE

25 26 27 28  
early close @ 2:20 pm 

POPCORN DAY 

29 
PD DAY 

NO SCHOOL

30 
PD DAY 

NO SCHOOL

     OCTOBER  2016

        SEPTEMBER  2016


